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Items from the Mithnt missionW b <--S-

STATISTICAL TABLES FOR 1887.

Population of Mission District ... 1,1 7 5,000

Number of missionaries in the field ... 10

„ missionary ladies married and un married 15

„ stations ... 12

„ ordained native agents ... 20

„ nnordained „ „ ... 401

., villages containing Christians ... 390

Total number in congregations ... 11,878

,, „ able to read ... 3,719

Average attendance at church services ... 7,211

Number of Sabbath schools 138

Average attendance of do. 3,700

Fees collected in schools Rs. 10,001 13 8

Total contributions by the people ft 7,669 0 0

„ number of church-members 3,233

,, „ additions on profession 239

„ additions 365

Bible women 31

Persons under instruction of Bible women 1,442

Number of hearers „ ,, ,, 59,122

Bibles and Testaments sold and given 448

Scripture portions „ „ 2,415

Tracts „ „ 72,038

School and other books „ „ 10,548

Schools of all grades ... ••• 154

Total pifpils in all schools ... 5,666
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ERRATA.
Page 2, line 6, from bottom read—even—for ever.

„ 6, „ 8 and 9, from bottom omit the—a—before little.

„ 8, „ 18, read—prominently—for preeminently.

,, 30, „ 6, from bottom read—convert—for comfort.

,, 49, „ 9, read—possibilities—for probabilities.

„ 54, „ 9, read—number—for member, also same lino

read—youths—for youth.
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/|vur mission commenced its work in the Madura District

^ on the 30th July 1834. This is therefore the 53rd year

of its history. In reviewing the labors and results of the

year, we find renewed occasion for encouragement and

gratitude. There is abundant evidence that the Lord of

the Harvest has been with us and has owned and blessed

the instrumentalities we have been enabled to employ for

the promotion of his cause.

At the beginning of the year we had eight mission

families and four lady missionaries in the field, four

families and one lady having gone to America on furlough

on account of ill-health or for needed rest after several

years of uninterrupted service. The health of a few of

the members of our families has suffered more or less in

various ways. But, on the whole, we have occasion for

thanksgiving on account of the measure of health which
our Heavenly Father has vouchsafed to us and to our

children. And now towards the close of the year, we have

been permitted to welcome back to the work, two of the

families which have been absent for a season and to wel-

come anew to our mission circle another missionary lady*
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Mrs. Capron after a service of twenty-nine years with only

a single furlough of two years has felt constrained to

retire from the work; and Mr. and Mrs. Burnell, though
they had been in the service less than six years, have been
compelled on account of ill-health to remain in their

native country. Mr. and Mrs. Howland were looking for-

ward with much pleasure to the resuming of their work in

the Mandapasalai station within the coming year. But by
an inscrutable Providence they were suddenly cut down in

the midst of their usefulness. Thus we are left to com-
mence another year with only ten mission families, and we
have reason to fear that one and perhaps two of these

families may be obliged to go home on account of ill-health

near the beginning of next year. Two of our stations

have been for some years without a resident missionary

family, and the prospect at present is that one or two more
at least will soon be in the same condition. On account of

the growing work in Pasumalai and Madura an additional

missionary family is needed at each of these stations.

Besides this, we have to face the fact that two or three

families which have been on the ground nearly or quite

ten years must take their furlough within a few years.

Ifaliue

These are of five classes, viz., Pastors, Catechists,

Teachers, Bible women and Evangelists.

Our institutions for the training of a native agency

have been working for nearly half a century and yet it

cannot be said that the supply of competent native assist-

ants has even been equal to the demand. But the quality

of our agents has been constantly improving and is much
better at the present time than ever before. Most of them

have been educated in our own schools, and systematic

plans for the intellectual and spiritual improvement of

those educated in these institutions, and all others in our



employ, were adopted aa early as in 1851, and have been

continued with improvements from year to year, for 36

years. Lessons are periodically assigned which they are

required to study, in intervals of leisure, while engaged in

their work. The helpers of consociated stations meet to-

gether with the missionaries of these stations once a year,

and once a year all the helpers of the mission meet with

the whole missionary body in a general convocation at the

central station. The local meetings continue two or three

days and the general meetings for four or five days. At
these gatherings there are examinations, written and oral

—

of lessons previously assigned, the classes having been

graded according to attainments. The pastors and cate-

chists give reports of their churches and congregations as

well as of their work among the heathen and teachers of

their schools. Essays on topics previously assigned are

read and discussions on important subjects are sometimes

engaged in with great interest and profit. Prayer-meet-

ings are daily held and there is a general interchange of

sentiment and feelings, and evident indications of the

special presence of the Holy Spirit have often been mani-

fest on these occasions.

JPasfurs.

We have at present twenty ordained native agents. Of
these seventeen have churches under their care, the remain-

ing three being engaged in evangelical and educational

work. The pastors of churches are supported without aid

from Home Funds, and the larger proportion of their

salaries is paid by the churches to which they minister.

The extracts from their reports in the appendix will give

a fuller account of their work.
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The present number of our catechists is 138. Nearly
all of them have charge of village congregations and they

do the same kind of work which the pastors are engaged
in, with the exception of administering the sacraments.

The qualifications which we most prize in these woi'kers,

in addition to good common sense and more than an ordi-

nary education, are devotion, faithfulness and a tact in

winning souls and bringing forward the congregations

under their care in scripture knowledge and piety.

Jl unnjali $ i

This heading appears in our list for the first time the

present year. The work was inaugurated for the purpose

of developing the missionary spirit of our Christian people.

There are already 16 evangelists employed in the different

stations, all being supported by local missionary societies.

Of this work Mr. Tracy remarks:—“The missionary soci-

eties in the three stations under my care, have carried on

their work through evangelists with much to encourage

them. Tirumangalam has two of these men and Tirupu-

vanam and Mandapasalai one each. Their monthly reports

of work have been listened to and intellectualy criticised

by their fellow-workers, and the pi’ayers which have follow-

ed them have been many. In Tirumangalam, where

records have been kept during the full year, the two men
have visited 318 separate villages and preached to 11,209

Hindus.” Mr. Jones remarks:—“The missionary society

of this station has done excellent work during the year.

It has not only devoted one-third of its receipts to the

mission Native Evangelical Society for the support of weak

churches. It has also supported two evangelists during

the year who have devoted all their time to the preaching

of the gospel to non- Christians within our station limits.
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We are now cheered by the recent harvesting by one of

these evangelists—a new congregation gathered in this sta-

tion through the sole effort of a society independent of mis-

sion labor and funds. I trust and pray that this may be the

dawning of a new and glorious day when the native church

shall with an ever increasing vigor, and an ever expanding

faith, and an intense love to her Lord, push forward to new
achievements through self-denying labors for the perishing

heathen and shall more than ever become, what the church

of Christ must become, a self-propagating church.”

1> $,

We have in our employ 183 masters in all schools and

52 mistresses. Some of the latter are wives of catechists

or schoolmasters, who teach in schools connected with the

congregations under the care of their husbands, or assist

their husbands who are school teachers in addition to do-

ing catechist work. Most of these school teachers have

been trained in our Normal Schools, and are much better

qualified for their work than teachers of former years.

At the present day it is seldom necessary to employ Hindu
teachers for our lower grade schools, since Christian teach-

ers can be readily procured. The number of catechists

and teachers employed by each missionary, other things

being equal, depends greatly upon the number of Christian

congregations and Christian people in his station district,

for it is not usual with us to establish schools in purely

Hindu communities, nor do we as a rule employ catechists

without placing them in charge of a congregation. They
are not usually happy in working exclusively among the

heathen without the stimulus afforded by the presence of a
Christian community as a nucleus around which they may
work. Besides, very few of them do well for any length

of time in situations where their work is not regular and
well defined. It is to be regretted, but it is nevertheless true,
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that the very best of our native agents need the constant

supervision of a missionary. They are invaluable helps

when faithfully superintended—but as leaders and inde-

pendent worker’s when left to themselves they are often

inefficient. This being the case the increase of our native

agency, in order to the thorough working of our extensive

mission field must inevitably require a considerable increase

in the number of missionaries.

Saitgr^aHatts.

The number of congregations is one less than last year,

but there are 16 more villages in which one or more Christ-

ian families reside.

These congregations all have places of worship where

divine service is held once or twice every Sabbath and usu-

ally one or more evenings during the week. In most

churches and prayer-houses, prayers are held daily. As a

rule there is a resident catechist or a teacher who has charge

of the congregation and often of the Christian school also.

The majority of the members of these congregations have

not received baptism. Some were baptized in infancy

being children of church-members. Besides these, only

those who have given evidence of piety and have been

received to the fellowship of the church are baptized. The
others are learners who have outwardly renounced idolatry

and the rites of their former religion, being only nominally

Christian. At first they often know a little of Christian-

ity and are a little inerested in learning its pure and holy

life. The process of instructing them is slow and tedious

and we half regret sometimes that they ever received the

name Christian, for Christianity is not always judged from

its best examples. The Hindu community is slow to com-

prehend the distinction between mere nominal Christians

and true converts to the faith. But with all its disadvan-

tages, on the whole, we greatly value the plan of enrolling
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as members of organized congregations such as have been

willing to renounce Romanism or heathenism and place

themselves under Christian instruction. The system was

early adopted in Tinnevelly and has proved very success-

ful there and in some other missions in southern India.

Conversions and accessions to the church are, as a rule,

from the class which regularly enjoys religious instruction.

We therefore feel encouraged when from any cause there

are large accessions to our congregations. Down to the

year (1884) the Christian community had since the com-

mencement of the mission been increasing at the average

rate of nearly 250 per year, and a hope was expressed that

it would increase with greater rapidity in the future. But

while in 1884—1885 the increase was 177 in 1886 there was

a decrease of 157. We are happy to find that the statis-

tics of the present year show an increase of 466. From
the nature of the case the membership of congregations

will be more or less fluctuating. It cannot be expected

that companies of unconverted persons brought together

from various motives, many of them with little knowledge,

will retain their numbers intact from year to year. The

more permanent body is the church and we are happy to

report that in nearly all the stations there has been a steady

advance in membership from year to year. This is a more

sure index of real progress than additions to the roll of the

congregations.

flfimlf.

We have 36 churches, 15 of which are without pastors.

Some of these are at station centres and under the watch

and care of the missionary, while others are small and in

unimportant places, too feeble to sustain a pastor and are

therefore placed under the care of the pastor of a neigh-

bouring church. It sometimes happens as at Madura East,

since the death of pastor Cornelius, that a prominent church

2
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may be for a long time without a pastor, because the suit-

able man cannot be found. 212 persons have been added
to our churches during the year by profession of faith,

which with additions from other sources, after subtracting

losses by death and otherwise gives a net gain of 177,
making our total membership 3,230.

jS$Hj-j§ tijtpxtifl.

We are gratified, on the whole, by the results which
appear in the table o-f contributions. The efforts of the
native church in the matter of self-support are by no
means what we desire and hope for. Yet considering the

poverty of most of the members they do as well perhaps

as may be reasonably expected. Though this has been a
year of great scarcity at most of the stations and the

price of provisions very high, rendering it very difficult for

the poor people to obtain a livelihood, we are happy to

find that the total amount contributed is Rs. 618 more

than the previous year. We keep the matter of self-sup-

port preeminently before the church and strive to promote

it by every means in our power. Until our converts come
more generally from the well-to-do classes of the commu-
nity, we cannot look for great improvement in this thing.

But we trust the day is not far distant when the churches

will all support their own pastors, as some of them now
do, besides giving to various objects of benevolence, sup-

porting their own schools, building their own churches and

contributing towards the support of evangelists to preach

the gospel to their fellow-countrymen. A good beginning

has been made and we hope to bring the people forward

to greater Christian activity from year to year. Under

this head Mr. Jones remarks:—“We have in each congre-

gation an offering book in which is written the name of

every member of the congregation and opposite to each

name the amount contributed by that person every week
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in the year. The offerings made and thus noted are read

to the congregation every month and the excellencies of

the one and the deficiencies of the other properly com-

mented upon. In this way and with a great deal of vigi-

lance during harvest time the duties and. privileges of the

members have been constantly brought home to them and

they have responded well. When I remember that the

poor village Christians, many of whom often suffer for the

necessaries of life and never taste its luxuries, have contrib-

uted during the year, more than a rupee for every soul

including the children, I Teel sure that it means much self-

denial to them and self-denial always signifies a correspond-

ing attachment and appreciation of the cause in behalf

of which they thus deny themselves. The contributions

of these poverty stricken village Christians amount to

Rs. 3 per capita for the church-members only, and this

amount becomes Rs. 3£ when we take the whole station

•into consideration.”

Jtodk JfelriltufiQtt nnt JPaHitaiiatt,

The distribution of Bibles, Testaments, Scripture por-

tions and tracts, by sale or otherwise, is one of the auxili-

aries to our work. Most of the sales have been made on
the itineracy in which the native assistants, after the
preaching to the heathen audience is finished, offer their

•Scriptures and tracts for sale and it is generally the case
that those who have been interested in the preaching will

purchase some books to take home with them. At some of

the stations there are colporteurs of the Madras Auxiliary
Bible Society whose whole time is devoted to going from
place to place for the distribution of God’s Word. Our
catechists also take Scriptures, tracts and leaflets with
them, as they go about among the towns and villages and
to heathen festivals, which they sell at a nominal price or
distribute gratuitously. At a few stations also there are
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book bazaars, where much religious literature is sold. Our
two publications “The True News” edited by Mr. Wash-
burn and “The Joyful News” by Mr. Jones have been

well sustained and continue to have a large circulation

especially among our native agents, to whom they are a

great boon. Mr. Tracy has also prepared and published

a small book of daily verses for use in schools under the

name of Qjefl Gpa.ir (Clear Honey). He has also been

engaged in the preparation of a Tamil Church History

and a Harmony of the Four Gospels in Tamil. Mr. Jones

remarks in reference to tract distribution, “There is now
one new factor to be taken into consideration, viz., the

new Hindu Tract Society which has been organized in

Madras with the direct and avowed object of counteract-

ing the influence of the Christian Tract Society and of

attacking Christianity. It is one of the side lights which

shows the growing power of Christianity, and it also

reveals another enemy which we have to meet. The tracts

of this society are being scattered broadcast and are

being distributed in this city and district. But Christian-

ity has little to fear from this effort 'which cannot last long

since Hinduism has little food for the soul to send out in

tracts, nor can she succeed in pure antagonism and destruc-

tiveness. This year has also seen published in this city a

scurrilous book of fifty pages, written by a Mohammedan
as an attack on Christianity. It is nothing more nor less

than a rehash of old infidel objections which, strangely

enough though the writer does not know it, are as really

and as powerfully an attack upon the Koran as upon the

New Testament. It is another instance of Pilate and

Herod making friends, for it is well understood that this

Mohammedan being afraid to publish his own work, a

Hindu did it for him and aided him in the expense. To

us here on the ground and often depressed by the apathy

of the people a little opposition of this kind is a healthy

tonic and a good sign.”
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It will appear by our table of statistics that 40 itinera-

cies have been conducted during the year in which 2,147

days of labor of preachers have been expended and by

which 136,176 persons have heard the gospel message.

But this by no means represents the whole of our preach-

ing to the heathen. The villages in the vicinity of places

where there are Christian congregations are frequently

visited by the catechists or pastors in charge of them and

the pi-eaching of the gospel to the surrounding heathen is

an important part of their work. Catechists who have

charge of small congregations are supposed to spend most

of their time in evangelical work. The missionaries also,

however large their work in other departments, do not

neglect the oral utterance of the gospel in public and pri-

vate, as they have strength, time and opportunity. When
at home, besides holding religious services in the church

on the Sabbath they often preach in the streets and public

places of the towns in which they reside, and when on

tours in their districts even though these tours are not

intended for the special work of preaching to the heathen.

During the past two or three years, on account of the

absence of so large a number of the members of the mis-

sion on furlough and the weakness of our forces, we have

not been able to do as much in this work as in some previ-

ous years when the mission was stronger. But it will be

seen from the following remarks that the itineracy has by
no means been neglected. Of this work in Diudigul Dr.

Chester remarks:—“The work on the itineracy has been
regularly conducted during the year. Two native pastors

and from four to six catechists have spent 75 days in this

work, preaching in 615 different villages and selling a large

number of New Testaments, Scripture portions and tracts.”

Mr. Tracy says:—“Itineracy work has been carried on
at three different times during the year. A large num-
ber of persons have heard the truth gladly and many
have bought books and tracts. Street preaching has been



engaged in regularly in all the towns and villages where
catechists reside, and records carefully kept show that

during six months 24 catechists have preached in various
places to 107,777 people. At the time of the monthly
gathering of the helpers also, regular services of preach-
ing and singing the gospel are conducted in the bazaar
street, to lai'ge and attentive audiences. Every catechist

is required to preach once every month in each village

which is within a radius of four miles from the village in

which he resides. He is also expected to take with him as

often as possible, at least on the Sabbath, some one or more
of his congregation, who shall thus come to learn the duty

and method of using for others the knowledge of Christi-

anity which they have learned. One of the pastors speaks

with much pleasure of the assistance rendered during vaca-

tions by students from Pasumalai in the work of street

preaching.”

Mr. Jones remarks:—“Street preaching in the city of

Madura is carried on with interest unabated and with

evidence of usefulness and power. We have held four

simultaneous meetings every Tuesday evening, each one

conducted by a half dozen of our Christian men under

a leader. The services continue about an hour and are

devoted to the singing of lyrics and a sturdy preaching

of the word which aims exclusively at being a plain but

winning statement of the gospel and its Saviour. Our audi-

ences are usually large and very attentive. I believe, I

express the experience of the native brethren, when I give

my own, to the effect that I never, even in our Christian

audiences, find the rapt, attentive and absorbing interest

which I do in these Hindu and Mohammedan hearers, and
consequently I never find elsewhere the same great pleasure

and unction in delivering the message. It is interesting

and encouraging to find that a number in each one of these

audiences are regular attendants upon these weekly servi-

ces and drink in these precious truths in a way which shows

that they have a growing significance to them. At the
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September meeting, on the basis of these meetings, the city

was one evening dotted over with eight street audiences

in which there were about 4,000 people who listened to the

gospel message from the lips of about 50 of the pastors

and catechists of our mission. ' In two of these meetings

the sciopticon was used by missionaries. In this way the

town was, as never before, besieged by messengers of the

gospel of peace and its attention was on all sides called to

the one thing needful. The attitude of the Hindus may
be understood by the fact that one of the worthiest and

most respectable native gentlemen in town, on this occasion

gave lights and seats to the preachers of one of these

parties in front of his own house and thus encouraged us

by his favour and by the presence of his family. Yerily

the word of the Lord is not bound nor will it return to

Him void.” Mr. Gutterson says “that more work has been

done on the itineracy at Melur than in any previous year

since 1882 as the statistics of that station will show.”

The work of the itineracy as conducted at Pasumalai is

reported as follows:—“During the year we had three itine-

racies. The result of our labors among the 'robber caste’

especially, were to our great encouragement. We visited

all the villages in and beyond the boundary line of the

station as usual and some villages in particular were visited

several times in each encampment. The people were very

friendly with us in providing for our entertainment such

necessities as we required when among them, and more

particularly they helped us in our work by selecting a

proper place, where all the people could conveniently assem-

ble together without any disturbance. Besides a good

many young men and women and also some elderly people,

the chief men in the villages, of their own accord, request-

ed us to preach to them about the true religion, designat-

ing place and time for work and suggesting sometimes

methods also to make them feel an interest in hearing our

proclamation of the gospel of salvation. In one village

an old man wanted the catechists to tell him only about the



life, the death and the sufferings of Christ the Saviour,

because he had been convinced that there is no proper

saviour in Hinduism. Some two hours were given each

night during the Sithirai festival in company with the

catechists of the Madura station for preaching the gospel

to large audiences each of which numbered sometimes more

than 200/’

Village Schools.—These schools, though the lowest in

the scale of our educational institutions we esteem highly

among the evangelizing influences of our work. The first

foothold obtained in a heathen village has not unfre-

quently been the establishment of a primary school, and
when a Christian congregation has been formed a Christian

school for the education of the children of its members
becomes a necessity. The Christian school and the Christ-

ian church are always closely allied. For several years

most of our schools have been placed under the supervision

of government officials and have been examined by them

for grants by results. This has been of great advantage

to the schools in raising the standard of teachers5
quali-

fications and in bringing about a more systematic an-ange-

ment of lessons and better management and discipline.

But the chief advantage has been the valuable grants we
have received, enabling us to erect better school-houses,

employing more and better teachers, and to establish addi-

tional schools, which we could not sustain without the

government grants. It has therefore been a source of

great embarrassment to us during the past year that, in

accordance with new rules and regulations lately adopted

by the educational department, the grants have been

greatly reduced. This reduction affects the higher grade

schools more seriously than it does the primary schools,

but even here the loss is seriously felt. Though the
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schools are in a sense under government supervision, we

endeaVour to make them thoroughly Christian in their in-

fluence never losing sight of the two great objects for

which they are established, viz., for the educating of the

children of our native church and the propagation of the

Christian faith among the heathen population.

Eev. -J. E. Chandler says of the primary schools in his

station.
f‘The village schools are doing better than last

year and if the results grants are continued they will

improve still more in numbers and efficiency.”

Mr. Jones remarks of this part of his work. “Each

village congregation has a school connected with it and

this is generally taught by the catechist, who with his

congregation work is kept busy and full of work. These

schools arc a great aid to our work in the villages by

educating the children of Christians and by imparting a

considerable amount of Bible knowledge to the Hindu

children of the villages. They also create and maintain

an increasing interest in our work among’ the villagers.

The quickness of the Hindu boys to learn the Bible and

the boldness to repeat these verses and our Christian lyrics

at home are encouraging. In one of these schools which

I visit only once every two months, it is the custom of the

children, who are mostly Hindus and Mohammedans, to

recite not only the golden texts but also all the lessons of

the previous weeks to me. I have known fully half of the

school to recite them on one occasion, each one about a

hundred verses, from the New Testament, while the other

half recited the golden texts and then, they would

promptly and intelligently reply to any questions concern-

ing the lessons. The schools for boys in the town of

Madura are six in number and have been fairly prosperous

during- the year.”

Boarding Schools.—In every station, having a resi-

dent missionary a boarding school is considered to be a

“sinequa non” to the growth of the station. It is an

agency much valued, especially by the missionary ladies of

3



16

tlie stations, whose time must be chiefly spent at home.
The remark has often been made “My boarding school i9

the centre of attraction at my station” or “I take more
comfort in it than in any part of my work.” The children

gathered in these schools are a careful selection of the

more promising boys and girls from the primary schools.

None are admitted except on examination and all are

required to pay for their clothing axxd books, besides their

school fees, which expense must be furnished by their

parents or guardians. If after a fair trial, any one is

found so defective in character or qualification as to give

little promise of future success the boy or girl is sent

home. None are carried through the course of study and
recommended to the higher institutions who have not

acquitted themselves well in the station boarding schools.

Of this work Mrs. Chester remarks:—“It seems to me
a boarding school is the most hopeful of all our work. We
are constantly in contact with the pupils, marking their

improvement in daily behaviour and mental progress, and

can influence them in every way. Four of the boarding-

school girls united with the church at the last Commun-
ion season.”

Miss Chandler reports of the girls boarding school at

Battalagundn as follows:—“Our numbers have averaged

between fifty and sixty. The health of the girls has been

unusually good. The only exception is that of a little

orphan girl who suddenly became very ill and died. The

child liacl no strength of constitution and soon after being

taken ill expressed a desire to die. She was cared fox-

most tenderly day and night by the older school girls.

Being much of the time too weak to talk or hear what was

said, the girls hoping by some means to reach her heart

used to gather around her at evening and sing gently their

most familiar Christian songs. One day when she was a

little better, she expressed her ti-ust in Jesus and her desire

to be His, whether she lived or died. Though naturally

a way-ward child, we hope she has been gathered into the
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heavenly fold. This sudden death forcibly impressed us

with the thought of the importance of careing for the souls

of the dear girls, even the youngest, while they are in

health. The religious interest among the girls has been

sufficient to keep up among them with varying' attendance

a short noon prayer-meeting. At times there have been

eight and ten inquirers. Five of these have been admitted

to the church. The first venture of the school in sending-

up a class for the lowest government written examination,

having proved a success last year, another class was pre-

pared and sent up this year also. But as the amount

earned by the school under the result grant system has for

two years been more than the government wished to pay

;

we have been obliged to place the school upon the com-

bined system under which we are allowed half the results

and half of a small proportion of the salaries of our teach-

ers. Deducting from the amount the special reduction of

50 per cent ordered for this year and our grants are less

than a third of what they have been in each of the two

previous years. So that we are now debating the neces-

sity of cutting off the highest or YI Standard class, added

two years since—a retrogression, we shall be very sorry to

make.”

The Female Normal School.—Miss Swift reports :

—

*‘The year 1887 has been marked by mauy changes in this

school, cbang'es of teachers, changes in organization and in

some instances of methods. The head master left us in

September and his place has not yet been supplied. Seve-

ral mistresses were married during the year and went

to other work. Their places were supplied immediately,

but such changes are always bad for the school. The first

event after the opening of the school in January was the

visit of the Inspeetress of girls schools. She was with us

for three days, during' which time, she examined a class of

normal students all of whom gave satisfactory lessons be-

fore her. There have been some changes during the year

in our relation to the government. Our higher standards
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have been put up on the salary grant system instead of

upon 1 lie result grant system as heretofore. The school

consists at present of Normal and Middle School depart-

ments and a practising department. The school formerly

known as the 'Compound Day-School’ has been incorpo-

rated as a necessary and regular part of the practising

department, which now has all standards from the infant

class to the IV Standard inclusive. The normal pupils have

the further advantage of occasional practice in teaching-

the Y Standard and the S. U. P. class. The total num-
ber of pupils on the rolls is 103. Of these 00 pupils are

boarders. 16 girls have been under training during the

year. In December we presented twelve candidates for

the Middle School, twenty-three for the Special Upper Pri-

mary examinations, and 37 children from the practising

department for the results grant examination. In addition

to this a V Standard class of 10 girls, which was not eli-

gible for the Deputy Inspector’s examination was kindly

examined by him. The results of these examinations are

not vet made known.

"There have been during the year eighteen additions to

the church from the school, and at the close of the term

there were seven more candidates. More than two-thirds

of the boarders are now church-members. Those who are

not members are the smaller girls who have been kept back

on account of their youthfulness. There has been through-

out the year a most delightful and sustained interest in

spiritual matters among most of the girls. The daily noon

prayer-meeting and the Sunday afternoon meeting are

still sustained entirely by the pupils and teachers and are

well attended. The Sunday school begun by the girls for

the small children on the compound has been kept up with-

out interruption during the whole year. Many of these

meetings are attended from time to time by heathen women

who seem to enjoy the quiet time spent in this way. Some

silk-weaver women have been in constant attendance. A
large number of silk-weaver girls have been gathered into
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the practising school during the year, but for many obvi-

ous reasons it has been impossible to keep them in regular

attendance. We have felt however that it was a privilege

to be allowed to teach these little ones for even so short a

time, and we are confident that some of the good seed

sown in this way will bear fruit. We hope in another

year to establish a permanent class for these silk-weavers,

who are at present most backward in taking' advantage of

educational opportunities. A new class for Bible study

with the teachers was opened in June and it has been the

means of great blessing to us all. We have been greatly

helped and strengthened for our work as we gathered

around the word of God to receive therefrom the bread of

life. The result of our studies there have been repeated

in the meetings which the Christian women hold among
themselves, and have been told and retold among heathen

women of the city, some of whom have come to me for quiet

little talks about the things of God. The mistresses of

the school have been allowed to do, out of hours, some
Bible women’s work among the heathen. One for a short

time visited the dispensary every morning- and talked with

the women who were waiting their turn to receive medicine.

That her work was most acceptable is constantly shown by
the fact that these heathen women come to the school

compound now, for the sake of hearing more about Christ

their Saviour.

“ The Benevolent Society established last year is still most
enthusiastically kept up. Its first year ended in June
and the total amount earned by the girls was Rs. 22. The
branch society at Battalagundu added to this Rs. 5, making
in all Rs. 27 to be expended upon benevolent work. This

money was earned by constant effort and painstaking

on the part of the school children who are kept busy most
of the day with their school duties, and have but little time
to devote to extra work. The treasurer of this society has
paid to me Rs. 18-12-0 as the result of their work for the

past five months. At the end of the year as we look back
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and try to gather up the result of our labors, we see much
to sadden us, but more to rejoice in. There has been more
individual Christian work by the teachers and girls than

ever before, and their eagerness to enter into those open

doors of service, which have been before them, has been

very gratifying. While in some instances we have failed

in our efforts to build up and strengthen individual cliar-

acter, in others we have rejoiced to see much change and
growth. We feel that the great end and aim of our work
in this school is this building’ up of character, and when
we have the joy of seeing this accomplished in some de-

gree we praise God and take courage.”

English Schools.—The eagerness for learning the Eng-

lish lang’uage is such that it has been almost a necessity

for every missionary to sustain at least one g’ood English

day school in his station as a means of reaching the higher

classes of Hindus. While we by no means regard these

schools as the best of evangelizing agencies and would not

feel warranted in expending the large outlay involved

from mission funds yet as they may be made to be self-

supporting, we are unwilling to lose the opportunity they

afford of exerting an important Christian influence over

the higher classes of the community which could not be

obtained by any other agency within our reach. We be-

lieve that this is one of the many ways of sowing beside

all waters and that the seed sown will bring forth a future

harvest though there be little immediate fruit. Illustra-

tions of these remarks will appear in the reports of some

of the missionaries under the head of stations.

The Higher Education.—In our educational system

the most that the primary schools can accomplish is to fur-

nish the rough material to be worked up in the station

boarding schools and the station day schools which are the

stepping stones to the higher education, carried forward

to the Matriculation and First in Arts grade at the insti-

tution at Pasumalai.
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Hasumalai Institution.—Mr. Washburn reports as

follows:—“The roll of pupils in the Pasumalai Institution

for 1887 contains 348 names as follows:*—In the Theologi-

cal department 10, Normal 16, College 63, High School

84, Middle School 128, Primary Practising School 47.

Of these 187 were boarders in the institution.

The teaching staff has consisted of the Principal, Mr. I).

S. Herrick, b. A., Rev. A. Barnes, m. a. and Rev. W. A.

Buckingham, four graduates of the Madras University and

five other masters, one of them holding a Jaffna College

certificate.

While malarial fever of a slight kind has been very

prevalent round about and even among our day scholars,

there has been little illness in the school and a good many
scholars can show a perfect record of attendance from the

beginning to the end of the year. The weather at the

very close of the school was exceptionally stormy and

severe; and not less than five of our students went to the

University Examination when they were really ill enough

to be in bed. The weather is nearly always bad and I

think there is much question whether another season of the

year should not be chosen for these chief examinations of

the educational course.

The general working of the departments has been very

satisfactory. So far as the Goverument and the University

test the work of the year we must wait till the results of

their scrutiny is made known. But so far as our own
examinations of the results of the previous year give us

data to judge from, the institution is doing satisfactory

work. Very large percentages of candidates passed the

Middle and High School examinations and a smaller per-

centage in First examination in Arts.

The religious and moral state of the school has been for

the most part satisfactory. A large school of this class is

seldom free from delinquents; some who have missed their

vocation, others who have grown worse rather than better

in a place where the general associations and influences are



elevating, but whose affinity to evil allies them to it where-

ever found. Three boys have been removed from the

institution this year for the sake of the welfare of the

school.

“Theological Department.—Ten students have attended

the theological classes through the year. Four of these are

catechists and schoolmasters returning for two years of

study after more or less experience in village work. The
remaining six were advanced in the regular course of in-

struction in the institution into the Theological department.

No less than five were heathen in their childhood and four

of them were brought to a knowledge of the truth in our

schools. Three relatives—two of them brothers of one of

these men, left their village and joined him here for the

purpose of escaping from their friends and heathenism and

identifying themselves with Christianity. They were howr-

ever disappointed in thus endeavouring to get beyond the

pressure of their relatives, for they followed them and so

beset them that in course of time two gave up and went

back with them. The other remains firm and faithful to

his convictions.

“It is expected that all the students but one will leave

the theological class at the end of the year. During their

time of study in these classes the influence of these young
men has been salutary and helpful among the many stu-

dents of the institution—that of some particularly so.

“They have also aided in the daily prayer-meeting and in

the work of the Y. M. C. A. They have kept up a homi-

letic society with weekly meetings for the members. In

the winter and mid-summer vacation they spent 21 days

in preaching at feasts and in an itineracy with tents among
the villages of this station district. At the feasts a large

number of books were sold and favorable opportunity occur-

red for much religious conversation and some preaching;

but in the villages good audiences were, with a little care

beforehaud, easily secured each evening, which listened
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with attention and interest to wliat was said. It is more

and more apparent that our itinei*acies and other work in

the villages is commending Christianity to the good senso

of the people and that we may hope for good results in

time.

'“The theological classes were examined on the 22nd and

23rd of December, all the committee of the mission being

present. They report as follows :
—

‘ Your committee visited

the theological school on December 22nd and conducted

oral examinations upon Biblical Introduction and Interpre-

tation, Systematic Theology, Church History, and Homi-
letics, and written examinations for the upper class in

English, upon Introduction to the Scriptures and Mental

Science. The results of these examinations were entirely

satisfactory, and reflected credit upon the instructors and

incidentally showed the advantages in mental training

acquired by those who had enjoyed longer than others the

advantages of higher education/ A programme of the

subjects of study for the year is appended.

“In recognition of the ripe scholarship and long and
valuable services of Mr. Barnes in the cause of Christian

education in the Madura district, Yale University, at ita

meeting in June last, conferred upon him the degree of

Master of Arts. Mr. Barnes has for more than 40 years

been one of the principal instructors in the Pasumalai In-

stitution. For the last 17 years he has confined his instruc-

tion chiefly to the theological classes, while at the same
time he has held the office of pastor of the Pasumalai church.

During the years the Tamil Bible was undergoing revision

he worked constantly with Dr. Tracy upon it, while at the

same time, he was carrying on translations of theological

plass books for use in the institution.

4
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“The Normal School.—The Pasumalai Normal School

got into operation in January 1886 and sent up its first

class for examination in method in December of that year.

All of the candidates but one passed and most of them

high on the list. I may add that they are all employed.

Sixteen young men have read in the school this year, thir-

teen remaining to the end of the term. Seven went up to

the government examination in method for school teachers

at the end of this year. The results of that examination

are not yet gazetted.

“The Normal department is in charge of Mr. Devapiriam

Clark, b.a. who gives his attention exclusively to it. The
classes are now occupying borrowed rooms in the newly

built theological hall, and are very comfortably accommo-
dated. We hope and expect more and more of our mission

agents—those in spiritual work as well as those who are to

make school teaching their profession, will avail themselves

of the school. Last year’s preparatory teachers’ class

was sent up at the end of the year to the government

Special Upper Primary examination. All were successful

in passing,

“Study op the Bible.—Effort is made to suit the instruc-

tion in the Bible to the different classes of students as far

as we can do so with our available teaching force. A half-

hour lesson is given in the Bible five days of each week.

In the Matriculate and First Arts classes the subjects pre-

scribed for the Peter Gator examination are taught to all

Christians and such non- Christians as volunteer to take

them. In all other classes lessons in prescribed books of

the Bible are taught and examined under the committee of

the mission. Special classes and instructors are provided
for non-Christians in the Middle, High School, and Col-

lege, who do not study in the regular classes, and a system
of monthly examinations and prizes is arranged for them.
Thirteen certificates were taken at the Peter Cator exami-

nation and the examination in other classes showed excel-

lent results. An “Up and Ready class” meets every



Sunday morning’ for mutual questions on striking passages
of the Scriptures in sections appointed for private reading
in the week. An examination is to follow a year’s work
of this kind on a part of the New Testament. The plan

has worked very well so far.

"The Young Men’s Christian Association is doing much
to promote a knowledge of the Bible in the school. It also

has kept up its weekly private meetings and monthly pub-
lic meetings, its look-out committee work in the school, and
has also supported an evangelist among the villagers of the

'robber caste’ to the west of Pasumalai. Their agent was
a man of sterling character who loved his work and was
greatly respected by the people among whom he lived. Ho
died of juugle fever in August, lamented by all.

"Time has been found for a half-hour’s drill daily, six

days each week of term time, in European and native

music. The effect has been very much to improve our

choir singing and promote some real interest in western

music and harmony which are generally not much appreci-

ated by Asiatics.

"Gymnastics.—Gymnastic instruction and practice has

been efficiently and systematically carried on through the-

year; as usual at the public contests, our students have takem

a large number of the prizes. In July an examination of

all the classes was carried through by numerous friends who-

kindly acted as examiners. Our thanks are due to them

all and particularly to H. E. Clark Esq., c.E. for his patient

examination of the higher classes. Registers of weight

and measurement under the direction of a passed hospital

assistant are carefully kept and progress noted. The

hospital assistant is also frequently present on the gym-

nastic ground to give advice as to exercise. Over 200

rupees worth of new apparatus has been added to the

gymnasium, towards which the Educational Department

contributed a part. Prizes to the amount of Rs, 50 were

distributed to the most proficient.

"I regret to sav that Horn the beginning of 1888 we are
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to lose the very efficient services of our gymnastic instruc-

tor, who leaves the school for other employment.

“ Miscellaneous.—Some new furniture has been provided

for the school and about 50 volumes, mostly books of refer-

ence, have been added to the library within the year.

Considering the wants of teachers and students of the

Theological, Normal classes and the Academic and College

departments this is all too meagre an increase and we
hope that during the nest year friends will enable us to do

more towards supplying a pressing need. I regret to say

that no addition has been made to the permanent funds of

the school not heretofore reported.

“New Buildings.-—The matter which has absorbed most

of my otherwise unoccupied time has been the erection of

the Hollis Moore Memorial Hall for the theological ^depart-

ment. It was begun in January 1886. Various delays

retarded the work till February of this year, when opera-

tions were again resumed and the building was substantially

finished in September. Occasion was taken of the assembly

of our native agents and especially of the old Pasumalai

students at the annual meeting of the mission in Septem-

ber to publicly open the building for use. About 600

assembled in the upper halls of the building among whom
Avere seAreral, Avho were students at the very first opening

of the Seminary at Pasumalai in 1845. A A
rery pleasant

hour Avas spent in recalling the history of the institution

and in listening to addresses of teachers, pastors and

missionaries. The dimensions of the building are 93.6" by
58 ft, two stories in height. The area of flooring includ-

ing Arerandahs is not far from 7000 square feet. The
lower story is used for class rooms and the upper story for

sleeping purposes. The erection of this building has

made it possible for us to arrange for a laboratory and
science class room in an adjacent building.

“What has been done this year has added much to our

school facilities and is aiding in making the institution

worthy of its name and opportunities. And we trust that
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another year will see further enlargements and improve-
ments. There has been more intellectual and social change
in India in the last 80 years than in the thousand years
that preceded it. Usages are being silently modified, old

customs dropped and new ones assumed, old beliefs laid

aside, ancient philosophies ignored and western philoso-

phies chosen to guide the learned men of India to-day.

New political ideas are taking possession of the educated.

All this has been brought about by the closer contact of

the west with the east. The English government is largely

the cause of it. Commerce has helped
;
Christian mission-

aries have done much, very much to unfasten the moorings

of the people to the past. India is a different land from

what it was in 1857. More intelligent men are everywhere

at work now : more intelligent men are needed to do the

work of Christian missions to-day. It is the privilege of

the missionary not only to help to mould the great inert

masses, but the minds which are to influence them, and we
should be false to our duty did we not do it. So far as

opportunity offers it has been the aim of this institution

not only to raise up teachers and preachers but also to

directly influence public opinion through the moral and

religious instruction of all whom the institution reaches.”

J)iHa Hfcnmpt mtfr itaslg dirta

In this part of India there are no zenanas in the sense

in which the term is used in northern India. But our work

among higb caste women and gilds is of a similar nature.

Our first high caste girls school was established by Mrs.

Washburn in Battalagundu in 1865 and the first systematic

work for high caste Hindu women was commenced by

Mrs. Capron in 1867. Since that time this work has mar-

velously developed and a wide door of usefulness is now
opened to us in this dii-ection,—the work increasing from

year to year. Our Bible women go forth among the high-
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est classes of society, with Bibles and Tracts in their hands,

teaching the ignorant to read, imparting Christian truth

and endeavouring to lead the poor Hindu women unto Him
through whose name alone salvation from sin can be ob-

tained. Though we cannot yet, as the result of labor of

this kind, carried on for the last twenty years, speak of

any who have openly declared themselves Christians and

have confessed Christ before the world, we have reason to

believe that an undercurrent of Christian influence is being

produced which in time will do much in the undermining

of the foundation of Heathenism and in preparing the

way for the establishment of Christianity. We have at

present 31 workers of this class in the different stations

and the missionary ladies, who superintend the work speak

very encouragingly of it.

Miss Houston who has had the superintendence of the

Bible women in Madura, since last June, reports as fol-

lows:—“When I took chai’ge of this work there were

eleven Bible women. One or two changes have been made,

but the number remains the same. Though the work is

new to me and I by no means feel that I have learned all

about it I very much enjoy visiting the Hindu women in

their homes and feel that it is a great privilege to do the

work of the Lord in this way. I have been impi’essed

with the influence that years of Christian teaching has

had upon many of these women. But it has seemed strange

to me that not one of them has as yet confessed her faith

in Christ before the world, yet when I consider what that

confession would involve it seems to me most difficult to

advise them in the matter. In October one of these women
was called to the higher life, where she can serve her Master

without fear. Her relatives told the Bible women that the

dear woman in her illness and even in her dying moments
was continually muttering to herself passages of Scripture

that she had learned. This was the only thing that gave

her comfort, and they said, ‘H these words could comfort

her at such a time we too want to learn them.’ Thus in
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one way she witnessed a good confession in her family and

her silent Christian life has not been in vain. I hope that

the time is not far distant when some will come out and
join the church. A Bible woman has been sent to work
among the silk-weavers, who has been quite successful in

inducing them to learn to read. One woman, whose son

had long resisted her, has determined to begin to learn to

read in spite of him. It is discouraging to see those who
have long listened to the truth still wearing their Hindu
marks on their foreheads, and to hear them talk piously

about the true God, while they continue to worship their

idols. But w'e also see much to encourage us to keep on.

Every month additions are mado to the hundreds who
are learning to read and many of them listen eagerly to

the Bible teaching. Some of the men seem pleased to

have their wives, sisters and daughters taught. They do

not remain in the room where I am with the women, but

one husband who had taught his wife quite a little creed

about the one true God, sin and forgiveness, when I came

stood around a corner and listened to hear whether she re-

peated it correctly. Some of them will stand behind the

curtains in an adjoining room, and listen to hear the Biblo

read. Probably they do it from mere curiosity but they

may get some good from it.

“ I am glad to report that the Christian women give regu-

larly for the support of their Bible woman. They certainly

can do much by their exertions and prayers for the con-

version of their Hindu sisters. We are looking with anx-

ious hearts for the manifestation of the Holy Spirit with

power among Christians, and we are deeply sensible that

however abundant our labors may be for the Hindu womeD,
only God can comfort them. Therefore with believing

prayers, we leave the result of our efforts with Him.”

Mrs. Chester’s report of the Hindu girls schools ;
—“ The

work among the girls caste schools and women of Diudi-

gul has gone on as usual. The schools are very interesting

by the brightness of the young life, the eagerness for



31

instruction and the pleasure it seems to them to come to

school compared with the usual dullness and apathy of

Hindu women, who will let' you read or talk to them by

the hour and their pleasure in it, with very few exceptions,

is that they have been amused and their curiosity gratified.

As for laying to heart anything you have said they are

little inclined, if you talk about religion or Christianity.

There are many among the young women who would be

glad to come out as Christians, but they are afraid of

their fathers, brothers and husbands, and would undoubt-

edly be cast out by their own relatives. I have the pic-

ture of the marriage of the king’s son which I often take

to various little gatherings of the young women as they all

like to talk and know about weddings. I point to the

guest, who was speechless, not having on a wedding gar-

ment and tell them that is just like you all. Our church

bell rings out in your ears, every Sunday 'Come, come, to

service,’ but you won’t come; you think you can get to

heaven through your own vain ceremonies. But when the

King of kings sees you, He will say, 'Depart I do not

know you.’ And I have seen the young faces very thought-

ful as they said salam to go to their homes, those dark din-

gy homes that have so little light of any sort in them, not

even windows large enough to let in the sunshine to dry

up and cleanse their rooms.

"The work of bringing women to understand and adopt

Christianity is very slow everywhere, there is so much to hin-

der it in their surroundings. They have a great deal of hard

household work to do daily, and very little leisure. But if

there is a book anywhere about that some child has brought
home from school or a picture card hanging in sight it gives

them something to enquire and think about. And the little

books that are taken home by the school children are read

by them to fathers and mothers who cannot read. The chil-

dren have sometimes told me what their relatives said about

these books. The dear Lord knows all about His own
work and will carry it on though we only stand and wait.”

5
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Mrs. Hazen’s report of Palani is as follows:—"During
the past year the Bible work among the women in Palani

developed rapidly. Our Bible readers are improving with

experience and training and are doing efficient work. By
the kindness of friends in Amex’ica I have been able to

employ two new women, making the present number three.

It is daily becoming tnoi’e popular for the women to leaxm

to read and during a period of over two yeax’s the number
has inci’eased eight-fold. But we have had some losses

also, many have gone to join their husbands and fathei's

in other towns. Some have been hindered by ignoi’ant

jealous men who fear that educated wives will despise un-

educated husbands. Others have not been able to endure

the scoffing x’einarks of fx-iends and neighbours. A few

have been removed by death. Notwithstanding a total loss

of forty-two we have had a net gain of fifty-tlmee duxung

the past twelve months. We have been grieved by the

death of one young woman who was so devoted to her

Bible, that her heathen relatives were much alarmed lest

she become a Christian. She had leaxmed maxxy Scrip-

ture vex’ses and durixxg her illness insisted upon seeing the

Bible woman every day. She repeated whole Psalms and

learned new verses even to the secoxxd day before she died.

Womexx from some of the neighboux-iug villages have be-

sought the Bible womaxx to give at least one day of the

week from their wox’k in Palani to teaching in the villages,

and on two occasions the Bible woman weut with much joy

to preach and to sing’ of Jesus to those villages. Large

numbers listened attentively and respectfully.

“On one occasion a Bible woman was x’eading to several

women and one of them interrupted her with. ‘Ai’e all

these things you read and tell us about Jesus written in

that book ?
1 Yes and much more than I have yet told you.’

‘I want a book like it, will you bring me one tc-moxTow ?
5

f Yes, I will bring one, but of what use will it be to you?

You cannot read it .

5 ‘But I must have the book that

tells about Jesus .

5 The next day when the book was given
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to her, she clasped it eagerly -with both hands and touched

it lovingly with her lips. Then opening the book she said,

'Show me the place where Jesus’ name is.’ As soon as it

had been pointed out to her she kissed the sacred page

reverently. Before the Bible woman left the house the

happy owner of the book asked that the place might be

marked so that she would always find the name of Jesus.

“One woman who has only been under instruction since

September has been much impressed with the thought that

it is her duty to go from house to house like the Bible

readers, teaching and telling of the love of Jesus. She is

very auxious to read in the New Testament, and has per-

suaded her husband to help her so that she may learn more
rapidly. Not long since she came early in the morning and
entreated the Bible woman to go with her to a neighbouring

village to preach, saying, she wished to begin to tell what
she had learned about Jesus, but was afraid to teach in her

own village where she was well known, for the people

would laugh at her, because she knew so little. Surely

God has blessed this branch of the work in answer to many
earnest prayers.”

The Bible women’s work in the thi-ee stations of Tiru-

mangalam, Mandapasalai and Tirupuvanam has been super-

intended by Mrs. Tracy who has followed the women in

their work by heai-ing the reports of their labors from day
to day and by visiting as often as practicable the houses

where the women live. Girls who have passed out from

the influence of the Hindu girls’ schools are followed up
and taught as far as circumstances favor by the Bible

women.

Mrs. Chandler’s report of Battalagundu :
—“Our three

Bible women have continued their work with their usual
earnestness. They visit 220 houses in Battalagundu town.
Many of the Hindu women show an increased interest in

the Word of God, and often ask the Bible woman to pray
with or for them. We have also a Bible woman in Pom-
manpatti who labors in that and the surrounding villages.
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of five miles. Though the number of houses visited is less

than last year, the number of learners increases from year
to year. They meet the women at the wells where they
go for water and at the weekly fairs, embracing every
opportunity to sow the good seed of the Word of God.
We have one Hindu girls’ school at Battalagundu and one
at Nelakottah. Until this year we had never had a girls’

school worthy of the name in Battalagundu. But at the

beginning of the present year we hired a house in the

centre of the town and instead of one teacher we employed
a competent master and his wife and a conductress so that

our number has more than donbled and we now have 30 or

40 names in the register.”

The work of the Bible women at Melur under the

superintendence of Mrs. Gutterson is reported as being an

important part of the year’s operations at that station.

One Bible woman has been employed throughout the year

and two for a part of the year. They are gladly received

and their work is faithfully performed. There are now
47 persons under instruction and 241 houses have been

visited. In this way 1318 Hindu women have been in-

structed in gospel truth. The Hindu girls’ school, also

superintended by Mrs. Gutterson, has 30 pupils. Brahmin

girls are very shy of the school, and have been so since its

Christian character became known. The girls, whether

Brahmin or Sudra, are faithfully taught in the Bible and

can repeat many portions of Scripture. They come to the

mission bungalow once a week for examinations, singing,

&c. Some who have left the school are being instructed

in their houses by the Bible women. This is the only

school for girls in the whole Melur taluq. The constant

interest shown by the Christian women in their weekly

sewing meeting and in Bible study has been very encour-

aging. For the past six months weekly written examina-

tions in the Bible have been a regular exercise by nine of

the Christian women at the station centre, a prize of Rs.

10 having been offered by a lady in Madura.
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Pasumalai:—“As the year just closed is but the second

year of Bible women’s work in the Pasumalai station, and

is therefore comparatively new, it is too early to write of

very marked results. Enough, however, has already been

accomplished to make us believe that good is being done.

I have been much interested in seeing the progress the

women make not only in learning to read but in the large

number of carefully selected Bible verses they repeat and

their readiness to answer with a good deal of accuracy the

questions asked concerning them. A very few only are as

yet sufficiently advanced to read the gospels. Several have

begged me most earnestly to send a Bible woman to them
every day that they might learn more, and when told that

there were others besides them to whom a portion of time

must be given, showed in their faces both regret and dis-

appointment. During the recent illness of one of the Bible

women a woman came several times, a distance of a mile

and a half, that I might read over with her and get her

started on her next lessons, and I found her too an inter-

ested listener to all I had to say of the way of life through

Christ.

“One result of the Bible women’s work that should not

be overlooked is that a number of little girls have been

gathered into a school in a village where hitherto there

has been no girls’ school and almost no female education

and it has also prepared the way for the boys’ school and

were it not that the government have cut down their grants

to schools so much as to make it well nigh impossible to

maintain the necessary teachers, we might hope for satis-

factory results from this new undertaking.

“The Helping Hand Society, started by the Christian

women of the station in 1885, has kept at work through

the year with unflagging interest. They have of their own
accord this year increased their subscriptions for the sup-

port in part of a Bible woman.”

Miss Swift’s report of the Hindu Girls’ Schools:

—
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“1 have had charge of the four Hindu girls schools, formerly

under Mrs. Capron’s care, for two school years. There
are at the end of the year 314 names upon the rolls, but

more than five hundred children have studied in the school

during the year. Thirteen teachers and four conductress-

es are employed. At the Deputy Inspector’s visit 223

children were presented for examination. All examinations

were held in the central school building near the temple

and occupied the greater part of four days. Much inter-

est is taken in these examinations by many of the parents

of the children who come and linger near the doors to

watch the proceedings. Some girls who had been ui-ged to

go with their parents and friends to make an offering to

the goddess upon the occasion of the examination, express-

ed so much disapproval that they were allowed to remain

at home. One child who had just returned from a festi-

val said, ‘When 1 stand before the idol I have no such

feeling of love and trust as when I pray to God.’ The
love which is shown for prayer would be remarkable in any

children but is more especially so in these children who
have only the schools in which to learn such things. In

all these schools the other girls will take their turn in

reading and praying at morning prayers for the opening

of the school. In one of these schools a class of these

girls frequently go quietly into a corner of their school

room after school is over, pray together and then depart

for home. The parents of many say that they pray in

their homes morning and evening, and cases have been

known where parents encouraged their devotions by send-

ing away the small brothers who were disposed to make

fun.

“The changes for good in the habits of the girls and the

fact that those who go out to become wives and mothers

are so different in their homes and so much wiser in the

care of their children than their mothers had been, give

us other and strong reasons apart from the spmtual influ-

ence exerted by the schools for believing them to be powerful

agencies for good among the women of Madura. It is
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most noticeable that the former pupils do not lose their in-

terest in and their affection for the school. Long after

having finished their studies, they come back from time to

time to see and talk with the teachers, to ask for good

books to read, to have difficult passages in their reading

explained and to obtain advice touching the conduct of

their family affairs. They keep themselves occupied with,

some sort of work, either sewing, embroidery or reading,

aro more careful in their habits, are kinder, more polite,

and more thoughtful than their untaught sisters. Another

and most pleasing difference is that their speech is clean

and that no bad songs, so common among the people, are

heard among them.

“The Hindu girls’ Sunday school is still regularly held

at the central school and has a good attendance. Though
the number of girls is by no means small, the men and

boys who come in outnumber them, many remaining dur-

ing the whole hour, attentive and apparently appreciative

listeners to the exercises. There are some regular attend-

ants from among the women of the neighbourhood who
love to hear the lively Christian songs. The children who
know these songs are often requested by parents and friends

to sing in their houses. A large number of tracts and

leaflets have been distributed among the people by means

of the children of the Sunday school.”

This branch of work has not only proved most useful

in conciliating the natives by convincing them that we are

seeking their temperal welfare, but have also been a suc-

cessful instrumentality in leading them to come to us for

religious instruction and in bringing many to the knowledge
of the truth as it is in Jesus.

Of this work Dr. Chester reports as follows:—"In the

year under review our medical work has varied but little
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from that of previous years. There has been no marked
epidemic in the Madura district. In the closing months
of the year, there was an unusual amount of rain, covering

a longer period than for many previous years. During
these months, there were more cases of fever, diarrhoea and
dysentery. We feared an outbreak of cholera, as it had been
so prevalent in some neighbouring districts. But to the

close of the year, there were but few cases, almost wholly

confined to those who had come from places where the dis-

ease was prevalent.

“In the Madura and Dindigul dispensaries there were

42,111 cases treated, of which number 22,074 were new
cases, or those coming for the first time. Of these new
cases 13,527 were males and 8,557 females; 4,995 were

Christians and 17,079 Hindus and Mohammedans. These

figures indicate that a large number of the sick and suffer-

ing have been relieved and appreciate the advantages of a

European dispensary. They also show from the large

number of female cases treated, that the efforts made in

these two dispensaries to separate the sexes among the

patients and to show to all kindness and consideration is

appreciated. While a good number of the patients were

from among the native Christians, the large majority were

Hindus and Mohammedans, a fact which proves that there

is less prejudice and fear on their part of a European

dispensary even though it may be a mission dispensary.

The classes of diseases change but little from year to year,

some forms being seldom absent, and others more preva-

lent at certain seasons of the year. The poverty of many
of the people and their need of nourishing food had not a

little to do with the large number of cases which came to

our dispensary for treatment. But while many of our

patients were almost hopeless cases, the very fact that they

are seen, their symptoms carefully noted, and none sent

away without some medicine in their hands is a proof to

them of our care for their welfare and wish to help them.

In Dindigul the two native female nurses have rendered con-

stant assistance in the dispensary and have had several



Special cases. Dr. Root will add her report of her work

among1 the women in Madura. In Pasumalai the hospital

assistant has done good and faithful work, having as in the

other dispensaries an increase of special cases at certain

seasons of the year. He has an important field of labor.

The medical assistant at Battalagundu has also made him-

self very useful, relieving the mission family from no little

care.”

Dr. Root gives the following report of her work :
—

“

Dur-

ing the two years which I have spent in Madura, I have

found the houses of the high castes freely open to me.

Daily I receive calls to visit the houses or treat the caste and

Gfosha women, at my own private office. In many cases,

owing to distrust of English medicine I have had to be very

strict and have declined to attend the patients, because they

refused to carry out my orders. As a rule I am treated

most courteously and some of my best friends are among
the Brahmin and other high caste women. On the first

of July I began to attend in person the daily clinics for

women. The dispensary work up to that date had been

carried on principally by my native assistant. Personally

and professionally the work has been a pleasure to me
and the faces of some of the chronic patients have be-

come familiar and interesting. Among these are many sad

cases of homeless, helpless invalids, some of whom are

lepers. For these I hope at no distant day to provide an

asylum where they may find a comfortable home instead

of begging from door to door and sleeping in the streets.

Since July 1st Miss Houston has kindly allowed certain

of her Bible women to attend the daily clinics and they

and others of the Christian women have read the Bible

and talked of Christ to the patients. They report to me
from day to day, lightening my heart by many interest-

ing bits of conversation drawn out by those Bible readings.

I expect soon to have Bible women whose work will be

exclusively in connection with the medical department.

The .small hospital ward has been fairly well patronized,

6
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promising, I think, better patronage for better accommo-
dations. Mr. Rama Subbaiyar has offered me a suitable
piece of land for a caste dispensary, giving it, I am glad
to say, in a truly generous spirit without condition as to our
manner of working.”

The following is Dr. Root’s report of medical
among women and children in Madura.

Medical cases 3,796
Surgical 3,041
Medical and Surgical

, 1,292
Under 6 years 2,673
6—21 do 2,311
Above 21 do 3,144
Europeans 36
Eurasians 99
Native Christians 2,841

Mohammedans 1,049

Hindus 4,103

Labor cases 29

No. of villages represented 155

No. of Bible talks weekly... 5
Tracts distributed 8,488

Cases attended personally at

or at patients’ houses . .

.

private office

820

jl fafians,

Mr. Jones reports of the Madura station:—“My work
this year has been uninterrupted by sickness, and though

I have been graciously strengthened for my duties, I

strongly feel that the inviting work which has grown
upon our hands in this city—not to speak of the village

work—is altogether beyond the power of one man, and in

looking upon the many attractive doors of usefulness and
spiritual power which are opened and are opening to us

on all sides, my heart often rises in involuntary prayer



that the Lord may send out quickly more men into this

abundant harvest. Even with the openings and appliances

that we now have, there is ample work for at least three

missionaries in this city and station. The churches have

seen little change this year. The station church has grown
but little in numbers, but I have seen decided growth

in the spiritual life of several of its members. They are

perceptibly growing unto a higher appreciation of the

blessings of our religion as well as unto a more thorough

practice of its duties. One who was not only an indiffer-

ent church-member but a great hindrance has become an

earnest Christian. He has given more than Rs. 10 this

year to the cause, and has done much towards building

up in a Christian life, some of his neighbours. An old

woman of 80 years, who has long desired to unite with

us but had hitherto been hindered by her relatives, has

recently been received into church communion.

“The East Gate Church has spent another year without

the leadership of an ordained pastor. During these two

years, since the death of the former pastor, this church

has naturally suffered much both from want of suitable

pastoral care and from the excitement incident to frequent

efforts to secure a pastor. In India as elsewhere nothing

is more demoralizing to a church, than to spend years in

frequent but vain attempts to secure a pastor. I feel glad

and grateful for this church that this trying period seems
at an end. For it has now called to its pastorate one, who,

during the last few months, has been acting in that capac-

ity and who has shown an adaptedness to the work and a
promise of great usefulness in the pastoral office. I am
glad to say that he has accepted the call and will we trust

be ordained and installed in January. I had the great
pleasure upon one occasion of receiving into the commu-
nion of this church 14 young women, most of whom are

members of the girls’ normal school and all of whom are

the daughters of Christian parents. It is hopeful and
cheering to be permitted to see so many youth of piety
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and intelligence, swelling the number of the faithful; and
none the less, yea more, because they are women; for they
are to become the centres of pious influence and Christian
light in so many homes. One young man who recently
united with the church from one of the village congrega-
tions has wonderfully developed as au earnest Christian.

I have rarely seen a young Christian entering from the
midst of a degraded ignorant village heathen life into the

precious graces and assurances of Christian living, as this

young man has; he is the first of that family connection

(which is a very respectable one) to unite with us, and
though he has been bitterly persecuted, he has not only

bravely endured all this, but has gained the sympathy
and consent of his parents and has brought over his

younger brother with him into Christianity. Both are now
studying at Pasumalai and I firmly hope they will add to

the strength of the church and will labor faithfully for the

salvation of souls. I am glad to report that six families

have just sent me a written petition, begging to be ac-

cepted as a Christian congregation and to be instructed in

Christian truth. They are well-to-do and their "village is

in the centre of a district, which has hitherto been without

a congregation and which I shall therefore be very glad to

enter at once. I am not without strong hopes that within a

few years a great influx into the Christian church will

gladden our hearts. This year, with a view to greater

efficiency, I have changed around several of the catechists,

and I see good results following. On the whole the cate-

chists have done faithful work. I find evidence of it in

the increased Bible knowledge of the congregations as

well as in their growing contributions. During the last

two years much ambition has been shown in the lighting

up of the prayer-houses. Formerly in the evening meet-

ings the missionary had to furnish almost all the light

when he attended. Now almost every prayer-house has

one or more improved kerosine lamps or lanterns whose

light adds cheer to their daily gatherings.

“The High school has been a great care and burden to
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me, and yet I cheerfully bear this burden as I know that

the possibilities of this institution are very great. The
work of the year has been in the main’good though not as

satisfactory as I could have wished. Hindu teachers are

necessary in cei’tain stages of our school work and they

often render efficient and faithful service. But in order

that a school may be a thoroughly Christian school, non

Christian masters must give place as far and as rapidly as

possible to Christians. Thus far, it has been impossible

to secure the services of capable Christian graduates for a

reasonable salary. But now that the university is turning

out so many native Christian graduates every year, this

want will be removed.

“For the best interests and highest usefulness of this

school, there should be a missionary in active charge. I had
hoped to have finished ere this the new school building.

But though the Provincial Government has sanctioned its

part of a grant for the same, the municipality has not yet

seen fit to assume its duty, though the Director of Public

Instruction has several times urged this upon it. I trust

that even on the score of gratitude to the mission for past

services it will soon vote this building grant, and that the

next year will see this much needed building finished.

This school has also suffered from a reduction in govern-

ment grants. It has been thought advisable and just to

cut down and delay our grants on all sides so as to seri-

ously embarass us in this work. Nor is it likely that gov-

ernment will hereafter aid us much in the higher educa-

tion so that the work must more and more become self-

supporting. The anniversary and prize-giving of our

town schools, including the girls’ schools, was held in

February in the palace; Mrs. Turner the Collector’s wife

kindly presided and presented the prizes to the children.

A native Christian gentleman gives Bs. 10 annually as

prizes for proficiency in Bible study.

“Our Sunday schools are conducted with the same pleas-

ure and results as formerly. The number of schools has
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been increased by one, which has been opened under the

auspices of the Y. C. A. This makes the 9th Sunday
school which we conduct in the town besides 8 more in the

villages. More than half of these are for Hindu youth
and are well attended. I regard this work with much
favor and enjoy it exceedingly. The brightness and hap-

piness of all in attendance give a spontaneity and a buoy-

ancy to the work, which no other department possesses.

The chief attraction of the schools for the Hindus lies in

the singing which they enjoy greatly and enter into with

much spirit. Though it was at first hard to teach them to

sing together they now do it as well as the Christians and

seem to enjoy it more. In this way many of our lyrics

which are permeated with Christian truth aro borne on

these sweet children voices into hundreds of houses, where

the gospel is otherwise never heard. The children are also

attracted and precious truths are widely disseminated by

the illustrated papers which are distributed to those who
have been faithful in attendance during the month. A
boy takes one of these papers home and its pretty pictures

with their lessons, very quickly run the whole circle of the

family; and after it has performed this duty it has to do

service on the wall of the house as a gratifier of the aes-

thetic tastes and ambitions of the family. Not a few

household walls are thus adorned to-day.

“I am glad to report the organization of a Young Men’s

Christian Association which has done good work during

the year. Though not strictly a part of our mission work,

it is nevertheless confined thus far to members of our mis-

sion churches. It has opened a Sunday school which has

an attendance of nearly 100 Hindu youth and in which the

society takes a laudable pride. It has also a committee

which devotes sometime every week to organized street-

preaching and tract distribution. It has also inaugurated

a course of monthly lectures and entertainments which

was opened successfully by a Tamil concert and continued

by two interesting and well attended lectures. I trust that
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As it is in the direct line of self-development and Chris-

tian aggressiveness I am glad to encourage it.

“The annual concert at the September meeting was con-

ducted this year as usual. The piece rendered was a well

written poetic life of Moses by pastor Taylor. It was

suflg by about 100 voices, accompanied by instruments, to

an audience which crowded our largest church and which

apparently enjoyed the performance.

“The Governor’ of Madras—Lord Contiemara, visited this

city in October. His Excellency kindly accepted an invi-

tation to review our mission schools; 1,100 of our Madura

and Pasumalai students were met by him on the occasion.

It was a beautiful sight and a sermon on mission useful-

ness. In on9 vast chorus they sang several lyrics and songs,

for the entertainment of His Excellency and the invited

guests. An address of welcome was then read to him in

behalf of the mission to which he replied as follows:

—

‘Gentlemen, the clear and graphic account which your

address gives me of the great work of education which

you are doing in this historic town and neighbourhood

commands my warmest interest and sympathy
;
and I ob-

serve with great pleasure that in addition to a Second

Grade College, two High Schools, a Normal School for

girls and also one for boys and several Middle Schools

that your main labors are directed towards primary educa-

tion; and I also rejoice to hear that you are working suc-

cessfully for the alleviation of physical suffering among
the people.

‘I congratulate you on the fact that two ladies have
joined your Mission and hope sincerely that their labors

in the homes of the sick will be as effectual as those of

other ladies who are most nobly working in the same field.

It gives me great pleasure to offer to the citizens of your

great Republic the assurances of my deep respect; and I

am glad to have this opportunity of expressing through

you my warm appreciation of the great services to human*
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forming in many parts of the world.’”

Eev. J. E. Chandler reports of the Battalagundu station :

—

“ The closing year has been one of general prosperity at

this station. The net gain in the number of adherents is

forty-nine and in communicants nine. This is the more
encouraging from the fact that for five months of the year

I have been away from the station on account of illness;

and when present, have been able to tour but little among
the people. I have been able, however, to oversee the

work and give special attention to the enlargement of the

church building here. The original building was complet-

ed and dedicated just twenty years ago. But the congre-

gation had increased so that its seating capacity was insuf-

ficient. By opening out the northern part of the two sides

ample room is secured. This has been done in a way to

improve both the external and internal appearance of the

building. The dedication of the church very opportunely

occurred on the 30th Nov. just after the return from

America of Rev. J. S. Chandler, who was for ten years in

charge of the station and the dedication sermon was

preached by him. The Christians seemed to appreciate

the significance of the two mottoes that were put upon the

walls on the opposite sides of the pulpit; one, ‘The place

is too straight for us’ and the other ‘The Lord shall en-

large thy borders/

“In a village nine miles east of Battalagundu, there is a

large Roman Catholic community, a church and a perma-

nent residence of a European Roman Priest. The Protes-

tant congregation though not large is increasing. There

is much opposition to our people from their own relatives

among the Romanists. The priest has forbidden Roman-

ist parents to send their children to our school. Yet some

will do so now that we have a good teacher, and one prom-

inent man among the Romanists is much troubled by the

decided stand his two sons, grown up young men, have

taken on the protestant side. Their mother anxious to
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have them well educated has insisted upon sending them
100 our schools, against the rebukes of her husband and the

threatenings of the priest. Once the younger son at con-

siderable expense was sent to a Romanist school at Dindi-

gul for a year, but much preferring our school, he refused

to return there. Then they attempted to compel the elder

brother to marry a Roman Catholic girl . But resisting all

of their entreaties and threats he went away to some rela-

tives in the Dindigul station and was married to one of

our Christian girls. They then attempted to compel the

younger son to marry the same girl whom the elder one

had refused. At the urgent request of my catechist, I

took him away to Madura in the night, hearing' that they

would be here early in the morning to take him by force

and have the priest perform the ceremony. The young

man has now been admitted to the communion of our

church and is quietly pursueing his studies with us. The
village of Chandlerpuram is small and the people are very

poor. They suffered much in the famine ten years ago and
several of the leading men died; others removed to the

Periakulam station where they could secure a better liveli-

hood. There has been some advance in that congregation

this year. The school is in a better condition and the

church-members are more ready to go out Avith the cate-

chist and give their testimony for Christ. Several of the

young men are good singers and the catechist who is also

a good musician goes out with his violin and the young men
with cymbals and a small tambourine form a very attrac-

tive little musical band. The catechist told me that tvith

his volunteer assistants he believed they had during the

past year told the ‘old old story
’
to at least 20,000 people.

In addition to his labors for the church in his village, with

his own ox and cart, he does much travelling in the more
destitute portions of the district in doing the work of an

evangelist. He is supported by a small church in Boston.”

Periakulam.—Though this was not occupied as a separ-

ate station until 18 IS, considerable missionary work had
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Been done previous to that date by catechists sent by the

Church Missionaries from Travancore and by Mr. Lawrence
of Dindigul who made occasional tours and organized a few
congregations. With the exception of short periods the

station has not been occupied by a resident missionary fami-

ly for these 40 years. Messrs. Cherry and Ford with their

families lived here nearly a year, David Coit Scudder for

about the same period, Mr. and Mrs. Penfield and Mr. and
Mrs. Perkins six months each. With these exceptions and
about two years when it was under the charge of Mr.

Webb of Dindigul, and about three years when on three

occasions, Mr. Noyes was on furlough in America, he has

carried on the work of the station, his family living at

Kodikanal, he going up and down and dividing his time

between the hills and the plains. Little more could be

done under the circumstances than for the missionary in

charge, while he remained at Periakulam for longer or

shorter periods, as occasion required, to attend the monthly

meetings of the helpers and supervise the work of the

native pastor, the larger congregations and primary schools

there and make extended tours to all parts of the station,

both for visiting 'the churches and congregations and on

itineracies to preach to the heathen. This work has been

faithfully carried on and by the blessing of God has been

attended with a fair quota of success, in the gathering of

congregations, the oi*ganization of churches, the ordination

of five native pastors, in the matter of self-support and in

primary education. In accordance with a very proper rule

of the mission, no boarding school could be established at

Periakulam while it had no resident missionary, so that the

candidates prepared in the primary schools have been sent

to the boarding school at the nearest station. It has been

equally impracticable and would have been unprofitable

to establish English Schools, Caste Girls Schools and work

of that nature in the town for the sake of reaching the

high caste Hindus. It is therefore peculiarly gratifying

to the writer of this report who has conducted the work of

the station these 33 years and who feels a very deep inter-
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est in its welfare that a missionary family is appointed to

reside at Periakulam and that the kind of work referred to

in the following statement of Mr. Perkins can be carried

on in the town.

Mr. Perkins reports as follows:—“My stay in Peria-

knlam from June till December of the present year was so

short that my report must necessarily be on the work of

others rather than on what I have done myself. I have

been very much impressed with the probabilities of the

work in the town of Periakulam itself, which has about

15,000 people, a cutchery and several officials. There is a

work among the better educated classes here, which would

undoubtedly yield a good harvest after a few years of

patient labor in the way of lectures, reading, and societies

for the discussion of important questions. There is already

a society established, something like our home debating

society, but as they themselves said, it needs a European to

head it. Such occasions give the missionary opportunity to

impart considerable Biblical knowledge and at the same time

he does not appear to thrust his religion upon them, for

they by their questions draw him out. In this place the

observer finds a respect of Christianity, though that res-

pect does not compel them to forsake their own religion,

for the religion of the stranger. If they have learned to

respect and honor Christ, that is a long step gained at all

events, whether they confess Christ or not. In the town
Mrs. Perkins had a very encouraging work in a school of

Hindu girls, attended by fifty little girls, all of the higher

classes. The only trouble in connection with such work is

the fact that when the age of 12 or 13 is reached they are

taken away. The work throughout the Kambam valley is

very encouraging and hopeful.”

Mr. Hazen’s report of Palani :
—

“

In reviewing the work
of the year, I am filled with devout thanksgiving for the

privilege of serving Christ in this interesting field. The
statistics of Palani station show growth in every depart-

ment of our work; 18 have been added to the church on
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joined our congregations

; deducting losses, we still have a
net gain of 12 communicants and 11 adherents. This is

not a large showing, but when we consider that Palani is

a place of intense bigotry, being the resort of pilgrims

from all parts of the country, we are thankful for even
this gain. This has been secured only by steady, faith-

ful work on the part of our mission agents. We go into

the town together to preach in the street every Sabbath
afternoon, after Sunday school. At every festival the

catechists and teachers from the villages come in and
preach to the crowds of people and also make it their

duty to preach to the heathen in their villages. They
report having preached in 700 villages to 1000 audiences

and 40,000 people. If we add to this the work of the

itineracy and that of the evangelists and Bible women, we
have a grand total of 67,612 persons who have heard the

gospel during the year in the Palani taluq. If three-

fourths of these persons have made up the audience on

different occasions, we still have nearly 1 7,000 people who
have heard the gospel for the first time.

“The work in our schools is growing in interest and

importance. We have added three to the number, two of

which are night schools, for the benefit of large boys who
work in the fields during the day, and one middle school.

As the latter is comprised mostly of Brahmins, an effort

was made at first to exclude the Bible and prayer, but on

telling them that I wonld have nothing to do with it, un-

less it had both, they yielded and now great eagerness is

manifested by the boys in the study of the Bible. It is a

real pleasure to me to take the Bible exercises with them

twice a week.

“The boarding school is growing in popularity and influ-

ence. We had the pleasure at our last communion of

receiving four of the larger boys to the Lord’s table. The

Hindu girls’ school is a great joy to us. The additional

room which we built for it last year is also crowded. Half
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of the pupils are Brahmins and all are greatly interested

in their studies, especially in respect to the Bible. We
have been building a new church in the town during the

year which is nearly finished. The people themselves are

too poor to give much, but the mission agents have con-

tributed the sum of Rs. 60 towards its erection.”

Dr. Chester’s report of the Dindigul station:—“There

has been during the jear under review, a decided g’rowth

in some of the congregations not only in the number on

the rolls and the Sabbath attendance, but in the interest

shown in religious services and general church work.

“The attendance on the occasions when I have adminis-

tered the Lord’s Supper to members of the village congre-

gations has been good and much interest manifested in

the service. I visit in turn seven different places for this

purpose, having in certain cases two or more congrega-

tions together. While the total amount, entered under

the head of contributions, is larger this jrnar than in

previous years, I am not at all satisfied with the amount
given ‘to the Lord’ by the individual native church-mem-

bers. The Sabbath collections are still much too small.

The matter, however, has been brought before them fre-

quently and earnestly and will continue to be, until they

understand better their privilege as well as duty. A
native man, who for years past has been employed in

securing laborers for a Coffee Estate in Ceylon, attending,

while there, the Sabbath services held by catechists on the

Estate, and when returning, for a time to his village in the

Dindigul station, in taking pains to observe the Sabbath,
has given substantial proof of his interest in the Chris-

tian religion. Though not as yet a church-member, he
has within a few months paid me Rs. 300, as a thank-
offering, wishing the entire sum to be used in building a
church, a school-house and a catechist’s house in his native

village. By this he hopes to induce his relatives to be-

come acquainted with the truths of the Bible and accept
Christianity.
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“Three churches have been built by members of the
congregations during the year, one is a substantial build-
ing having a tiled roof. The others have thatched roofs
and one of them is but a small one. In each case the
cost of building has mostly been met by the people them-
selves.

“There has been a hopeful work in a portion of the sta-

tion among a class of the natives known as Chucklers.
Though looked down upon by most of the well-to-do

Hindus, and holding but a low place, in the scale of Hindu
castes, yet they are many of them becoming more indepen-
dent, holding and cultivating land, and slowly acquiring

property. Among this class of people new congregations

have been formed in three villages and more among them
are placing themselves under religious instruction than in

any previous year.

“In the village schools we have felt the effect of the

many changes made in the Government Educational De-
partment, making it very difficult to carry them on in a

satisfactory manner.”

Mr. Gutterson’s report of Melur and Manamadura:

—

“As
a family we have passed through more sickness than dur-

ing any one of the nine years since we came to India.

Yet the year has brought unusual occasion for gratitude

to our Heavenly Father in that we have been enabled to

accomplish more in nearly all the departments of our work
than in any previous year. It is 30 years since the Melur

station was established. In all these years, there has

never been anything like a movement towards Christianity.

The field still continues to be unfruitful. The town is a

pleasant one, and the people hear readily, except in a few

intensely bigoted Mohammedan villages, nor is there any

opposition to our work, except that passive one of great

ignorance and complete spiritual indifference. Education

is not desired except by a few and is not encouraged by

the higher and more influential classes, lest the masses

should gain independence, and be less under their op-
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pressive power. There are 51,405 children under 15 years

of age in the Melur taluq and of these, less than 250 are in

our mission schools, and it is probable that there are not

more than 1000 in heathen schools. This gives an idea of

the dense ignorance of the people. The year has been

one of hardship to the people on account of the failure

of the early rains and partial failure of the rice crop. The
condition of the poverty stricken masses is such that the

failure to obtain work for one week will cause great want,

and suffering. Evangelical work has been conducted with

more efficiency during the past year than during any pre-

vious year since we came to Melur. There are four mis-

sion agents who do regular catechists work having the care

of congregations and two evangelists employed by the

‘little drops of water society.’ A summary of their work

shows that they have preached to 10,161 persons in 109

villages and have sold 482 books. Only one of the village

congregations is in a fair condition as regards Christian

growth. The village schools, are less by one than last year,

owing to the fact that the threats and opposition of the

thief-caste people in one village, so frightened the teacher

that he left the place. The school in the village of Nat-

tham has been strengthened by a new matriculate teacher

and by a faithful Christian teacher in place of one who
proved unfaithful. This school is opened and closed with

religious exercises, the Bible is taught daily and a Sabbath

school is kept up. The work in the boarding school has

gone on as usual and the annual government examinations

have been held with satisfactory results, except in the mat-

ter of grants-in-aid. There has been an average attend-

ance of forty boys during the whole year and a review of

the year’s work is specially satisfactory in view of the fact

that some 20 of the boys have within the last few weeks

expressed a desire to unite with the church. The English

school of 100 pupils has just sent its second class to the

middle school examination. A new building for the upper

department has been completed during the year, a substan-

tial building of brick with a tiled roof, the former one
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completed iu 1883 being too small for the school. The
chief warrant for keeping such a school is that it affords

an opportunity for constant and regular teaching of the

Bible to a large member of Hindu youth. Formerly a half

hour only was devoted to Bible study; now a full hour is

given, taking the early hour immediately after morning

prayer. This work is now iu the charge of au earnest and

faithful man.

“A Sabbath school is also held iu connection with this

school attended by nearly 50 boys. I know of no way in

which so many Hindu boys could be reached by Christian

influences. The fees from all schools have been Rs. 105

more than last year amounting to Ils. 591-9-0 for the

whole station.

‘‘The station of Manamadura has been in my charge

since December 1st 1886. I have been able to visit it

regularly and have enjoyed the work much. There have

been no gains during the year, although much work has

been done, especially by the Bible women. There are

some 460 nominal Christians in the station, living in 13

villages. The majority are very ignorant, but much has

been done in the way of instructing them. There are

some candidates for admission to the church, but cannot

be admitted because they persist in eating carrion. This

custom is very degrading but they affirm that they have

no other sufficient means of livelihood. Great changes

must take place in the condition of things in this land be-

fore Christianity can have its legitimate effect upon such

j)eople. School work iu this station is always carried on

under difficulties such as indifference and opposition from

Brahmins and the want of good teachers, yet there are

nearly 200 children under instruction and Rs. 57 have been

received in fees. The Hindu girls
3 school has a bright

mistress and its pupils, as well as those of the day school

at the centre, are able to repeat quite a number of Biblo

verses and to answer simple questions iu Bible history.

There arc two Bible women at work in Manamadura and
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one at Sivaganga. The monthly reports of these three

workers are most interesting. They have access to many
houses and if opposition is encountered they seem to know
how to meet it. Considering that there is no resident

missionary the gifts of the people have been fairly good

during the year, amounting to Rs. 114.”

Mr. Tracy’s report of Tirumangalamj Maudapasalai and

Tirupuvanam:—"We have as a family all enjoyed the best

of health throughout the year and have much cause for

thankfulness in this respect. The health of our children

especially has been a source of comfort and cause of grati-

tude. Ten years of our missionary life has passed and we
look gratefully back over the way by which Ave have been

led. Realizing' the many changes which have taken place

during this period, Ave are heartily thankful to be permitted

still to labor on in this pleasant field. The principle effort

of the year has been to turn the attention of those under

our care, to their duty, towards relatives, friends and neigh-

bours, who are still in heathenism. The blessings of

Christianity, external as well as spiritual, have been con-

stantly held up as belonging to all, and not to any favored

|

class. Many individuals in congreg'ations have undertaken

active labor, in behalf of their heathen neighbours and
instances of encouraging results might be given.

“The growth in Bible knowledge and in self-support

have been encouraging; and there have been no serious

cases of persecution. The caste troubles, between the

Maravars and Shanars in the southern part of the field early

in the year, caused at the time no little annoyance but these

troubles have ceased for the time being and every thing

seems quiet. The seasons, and the crops dependent upon
them have been fair and nowhere in this field have the

i people suffered from want. A lack of moral courage in

openly opposing violence, especially the crying wrong of

incendiarism, is evident and deeply to be regretted, but

probably the present very imperfect police system has some
thing to do Avith the timidity felt. The Mallankinaru peo-

8



pie suffered much from being drawn iuto a quarrel with
their neighbours but the false charges made against them
were exposed in due time and they learned a valuable les-

son of greater care for the future. The stringent re^ula-

tions against divorce which give such protection to the
Christian community in matters of family life, work also,

in isolated cases, hardship. My conviction is that the

growth of our congregations in piety and Christian force,

is so largely dependent upon the spiritual power of those

whom we employ as pastors and catechists that we need to do
our utmost to keep our men up to this one requirement and
shield them at every step from the temptations which beset

them. It should be our aim to secure constant, not always

rapid growth in actual Bible knowledge, such knowledge

as shall give them food for reflection and make them a

means of imparting truth to their neighbours. One man
who knows the outline of the life of Jesus, knows what
Christ came for, what lie did on earth, and why He did it,

and can and will impart his knowledge to those about him
is worth a dozen who know the catechism by heart, but

can make no- use of what they know. I have been gratified

to see my agents practicing this method of instruction and

to see them encouraged at the results. An addition of 74

persons has been made to the total of adherents in the Man-
dapasalai station and of 81 to the total in Tirumangalam

station. These are results of efforts all along the line. In

Tirumangalam station the work among the thief caste has

been unusually encouraging, more than a dozen young

men joining themselves to the congregations in that region.

Work has been carried on during the year in four villages

where there are no Christians in the hope of getting a

hearing: in all the four places the interest manifested, has

been such as to encourage the continuance of the work.

“The Sunday schools are well attended and in Tirumau-

galam we have found no difficulty in securing an attend-

ance of from 30 to 40 Hindu children. The singing at-

tracts them and a little kind attention secures their coming
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lessons have been used for all except the smallest children.

A substantial church building has been completed during

the year past in one of the villages of the Tirumangalam

station. The people have contributed fully half the cost,

their share amounting to nearly Rs. 1000. The building

was dedicated with pleasant services. A substantial build-

ing' much needed at another village, has been beg’un dur-

ing the year and will probably be completed early in the

coming year. The people of Aruppukottai in the Manda-
pasalai station are also building a tower to their church as

a memorial to their late missionary, Mr. Howland, and as

a place for the fine bell which he sent them. As oppor-

tunity has offered my sciopticon has been used quite a

-number of times in open air gospel services, and has been
a means of attracting more than five thousand persons to

hear the gospel story. It has been welcomed everywhere
and does, I doubt not, make an impression upon those

who see the pictures. I have in process of preparation a

lyrical service for use in this connection, which will I trust

prove attractive and useful.

”

OBITUARY,

The mission has sustained a severe loss this year, in the
Heath of Rev. William S. and Mrs. Howland, who died
within a few hours of one another, while on furlough in
America.

They had been connected with this mission since 1874,
and during their eleven years charge of the Mandapasalai
station had greatly endeared themselves to all their people.
Mr. Howland united excellent judgment, in his work, with,
untiring energy, uniform gentleness, and long suffering
patience. During his charge of that station the number
of adherents had risen from 174 to 2557; contributions from
Rs. 538 to Rs. 1,110; church membership from 299 to G18;
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book sales from Rs. G1 to Rs. 118; pupils in schools from

174 to 384 and school fee receipts from Rs. 93 to Rs. 248.

He will long be held in loving remembrance by those

whose good ho sought, and in whose service he loved to be

engaged. The Mandapasalai, Aruppukottai, Karisakulam

and Sevalpatti church buildings are monuments to his

practical ability, and sound good sense. And the growth

of the station during his charge of it are a testimony to

his devotion of spirit and his ability to lead his native

agents forward in the work of winning souls. Would that

many more as self-denying, as devoted, as able and as hum-
ble were forthcoming to our field.
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Pastor Colton of the Dindigul church:—“In reviewing the

twelfth year of my pastoral work, I am constrained to say,

‘Hitherto hath the Lord helped ns,’ though there have been

causes of discouragement, I have been led to look up to the Lord,

wrho is the Head over all things to the church, and who has said,

‘ Lo, I am with you al way even unto the end of the world.’

Though there has been much sickness in some of the Christian

families, they have received kind and ready relief from the dis-

pensary, which is a great boon to Christians, as well as to others.

Street preaching, held every Tuesday night in six different places

of the town, assisted by six of (he members of the congregation

and by the station school boys, gives us much encouragemeut

every way. We know of some Hindus who appear to be so far

delivered of their former prejudices, as to speak approvingly of

our religion and of our work. A Mohammedan who had tho

Gospel truth impressed on his mind through a portion of the

Bible, given him several years ago, has purchased through me a

Hindustani New Testament and is now reading it with great

interest. Besides ministering to my congregation, and attending

to the spiritual wants of the people of this town, I devote con-

siderable time visiting the villages within the radius of three

miles from Dindigul. One of the boys of the English school, a

member of my Bible class, in one of his visits to his relations

living in a distant village, wrote in Tamil with charcoal on a

horizontal granite stone in front of the village:— ‘He who believes

on (be Lord shall be saved’ which so attracted the attention of

the head man of the village that he caused the inscription to be

engraved on the same stone by a stone-cutter. Eighteen persons

were added to my church this year by profession, six of them

from Romanism. My venerable father aged about 87, who attend-

ed to his colporteur work up to the time of his death, Dec. oth,
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had been connected with the American Madura Mission for more
than 43 years.”

Pastor Clark of Pukailaipatti:—“The congregation under my
care has received many special blessings from the Lord this year.

It is encouraging to see that some families show more regard for

prayer and for the regular observance of the Sabbath. There

have been four communion services during the year, two persons

were admitted into the church and six infants were baptized.

Special meetings are held for those who wish to bo communi-

cants and appropriate instruction is given; some good Christian

work is being done by one of our schoolmistresses. She has a

Bible class with the women thrice iu a week, and interesting

articles are read from the Desdpakari, the Mission School Magazine,

&c. By means of this the women are interested to know some-

thing more of Christianity and they communicate what they

hear and learn, to the male members of their families. The con-

gregation is helping iu church repairs and is doing more for their

pastor’s support than ever before. Gospel labour shows some

signs of success in the northern part of my pastorate. There

are 13 villages where the people listen to the gospel gladly, are

reading the New Testament and seem anxious for instruction.

Three men among them desire to be received into the church.

May the Lord pour His mighty spirit upon these people and

crown the work in this field with success.”

Pastor Seymour of Bodinaikanur;—“In my pastorate there are

366 Christians living in 8 different villages. Owing to the fail-

ure of crops and the hard times consequent many have been

very irregular in attending Sabbath services. But some are grow-

ing in all Christian graces and set a good example for the rest.

This encourages us in our work. I have administered the sacra-

ment of the Lord’s Supper in 3 places four times during the year.

Among these Christians are 4 men and 2 women who are able to

preach to the heathen and thus bear witness for Christ to their

countrymen. It gives me joy to be able to state that one mem-
ber of the church, a Chetti by caste, who had gone astray for

some years has repented and has been restored to the church, and

also that a Chetti woman is a devoted Christian, praying and

constantly teaching the other women. It is her work always
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and we are glad to see it. It encourages me indeed, we are glad

and regard it as a merciful providence that the Zemindar who has

been to us a powerful enemy is now on friendly terms. Praise to

God that the Christians are now in peace. I have conducted

one itineracy in 3 places, 8 days with 5 helpers and preached

the gospel in 45 villages to 3,316 Hindus, distributing over 200

Scripture portions and tracts. There are 3 schools under my
supervision with 75 children who are learning the truth of

Christianity.”

Pastor William of Kdttaimedu:—“There are now about 125

attendants on public worship in this church every Sabbath. They
do not come late as formerly. I have found an important change

in this town, in that the people greatly appreciate my words and

are very favorable to the Christian religion. When I am at

home, I go every day and speak to the heathen of Periakulam

about our Lord Jesus Christ. Last June in a village 4 miles

from Periakulam on the road to Battalagundu 8 families contain-

ing 32 souls came in a body and joined our religion, publicly

renouncing heathenism. They attend our services on the Sab-

bath and study the Bible very earnestly. In another village in

the same way 4 families containing 12 souls joined the church

on profession of faith. I have baptized 22 children. Six members

of my congregation have died this year. One of them David

who had been a monitor in the school and sexton of the church

for the last 17 years, died of fever. He called me several times

and earnestly asked for prayer for the forgiveness of his sins.

He advised his parents and relations to abide with the living God
and heed the call of the Sabbath bell. I have conducted 4 itine-

racies with 7 helpers in 104 purely heathen villages, preached to

7,259 heathen and distributed 21 Testaments, 149 portions of

Scripture.

Pastor Nallathamby of Kombai:—“There are in my pastorate

536 Christians in ten congregations. Of these 101 are commu-
nicants. Fifty persons have embraced Christianity, three persons

have been admitted to the church, six children have been baptiz-

ed and four marriages have been solemnized during the year.

The people are growing in Scripture knowledge, godliness and be-

nevolence. Their charity offerings during this year have amount-
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their income and all have contributed this year more than last.

The Christians are now free from all persecutions. Neither the

Zemindar of Kombai nor of Thevaram, once their persecutors, now
attempt to do them any harm. The Kombai Christians have this

year utterly left off Sunday work in their fields and attend regu-

larly two services every Sunday instead of attending only once

very irregularly as in the previous year when they could not be

convinced that they must not irrigate their fields and gardens as

on other days. Fifteen women who cared nothing for prayer meet-

ings, now attend all the meetings with great earnestness. Such
by the blessing of God are the results of our work for the year.

The result of the itineracies conducted during the year has been

to draw new members to our congregations and to lead many
Hind us to be anxious to read the Scriptures and learn about

Christianity. In several villages the heathen ask for Christian

teachers and promise to embrace our religion, after we have sent

a catechist to teach them in their own villages. May God send

more Christian workers to this part of the great harvest field.’’

Pastor Isaac of Kambam:—“During this year I have travel-

led more than 700 miles for helpers meetings, &e., conducted 3

itineracies touring to more than 100 heathen villages and have

made, on an average, fifteen visits to each of the 12 village con-

gregations of my pastorate. The two meetings of the semi-annual

gathering of my people have been very successful. The Christians

attended each time in large numbers bringing liberal offerings.

Communion seasons, Sabbath services, Sunday schools, daily

prayer-meetings and special prayer-meetings have been regularly

observed in all the congregations and manifold efforts have been

made among the Christians for their growth in knowledge, piety

and charity. Our greatest drawback this year has been the

drought and scarcity of food by which most of our people have

been much discouraged and embarrassed. Yet we do not regard

our efforts as altogether unsuccessful, since more than 15,000

heathen, living in different villages, have heard the gospel from us.

Twenty-five families containing 72 souls have embraced Chris-

tianity renouncing heathenism and Romanism; 14 adults have

united with the church on profession of their faith; 19 childreu

have been baptized, 12 marriages solemnized and Rs. 336 have



been contributed for the pastor’s support and other purposes.

We have had considerable loss by death, relapses and removals,

but these have been more than repaid by our accessions leaving

a net gain of 25 in the congregations and 8 in the church. Our

Bible woman Lydia has been faithfully working among all class-

es of Hindu women and girls and our village schools are pros-

perous.”

Pastor Rowland of Kodikanal:—“ It is now about two years

since I was placed in charge of the Kodikanal church. I desire to

praise God for health given me for the carrying forward of ray

pastoral duties. The first part of the year was full of anxiety,

on account of the divisions and dissensions in the congregation

But now, I am glad to say, that the enmity which for a long time

existed between two portions in the church has subsided. The

Lord has shown himself a prayer-hearing God. Kodikanal is a

peculiarly trying field in many respects, but by the blessing of

God coupled with hard and faithful labor, a good measure of

success will be secured. Near the ciose of the year, we have

had the pleasure of welcoming the return with renewed strength

and health of our beloved missionary and his family after 1

5

months absence. Our work is not only in Kodikaual, but it also

extends to some hill villages. Whenever I go among the peo-

ple to preach the blessed gospel we meet almost everywhere

,i a friendly reception. During the year the church has been in a

growing condition. Ten new members have been admitted to

the communion of the church, eight children have been baptized

and 3 marriages have been solemnized. There are now 178

Christians in the congregation, of whom 79 are communicants.

Divine service is conducted in the church every Sunday morn-

ing, and the Sunday school is held in the school house in the

afternoon and we have a weekly prayer-meeting every Wednes-
day night. The women meet every Wednesday noon with Mrs.

Noyes, read some useful book, recite Scripture verses and ques-

tions are asked on the previous Sunday sermons. This meeting

is well attended both by Christian and heathen women. Thu
Sunday school has been of especial advantage in promoting the

study of the scriptures among the adults and tire children. Most
of the people ill the congregation formerly came to the church

without a Bible or a Now Testament in their hand, but after we

9



explained to them the necessity and importance of having the
Word of God with them when they go before God, they purchas-
ed 12 Bibles and 18 New Testaments and tlvey now make good
use of them. Our Roman Catholic and heathen neighbours do
not oppose Christianity as before but send their children of their

own accord to our day-school and Sunday school and raise no ob-

jection whatever to their learning the scripture lessons and pray-

ers. May God pour Ilis Holy Spirit upon this church and in-

crease it more and more in numbers and in the knowledge and
love of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Pastor Barnes of Pasumalai:

—

“The year 1887 now passing to

its close, calls upon the ministering servants of God to render an
account of their work in His vineyard. This congregation con-

tains men, women and children, 346 in all, who live in four vil-

lages, Pasumalai being the principal one. The church contains

130 communicants. Additions during the year by profession of
faith were twelve, eight were from our community, one was from
the heathen, and three were from the Romanists. One young
man from the school died of dropsy and the old catechist of
the Young Men’s Christian Association also died of fever, hav-

ing served the Lord faithfully up to the time of his death.

The young men of the College are now settled as an association

for Christian work and are exerting a good influence both in the

school and out of it. They have raised a fund for the support

of their catechist and regularly send a committee to look after

the work. The women of the congregation are cared for by

Mrs. Washburn who meets them all one day in the week for

prayer and religious instruction and another day to interest them

in the work of the Bible women among some of the neighbour-

ing villages. In the church and the school here every precau-

tion is taken and arrangements made to make the hundreds of

young men who sojourn here for a time breathe nothing but a

pure Christian atmosphere. May they all learn to love Jesus

Christ while here and live for his glory when they leave us to go

elsewhere.”

Pastor Pitchaimuttu of Battalagundu:—“There arc under my
pastoral care, in nine villages 428 Christians, of whom 12o are

communicants. Durinir the vear ciirht have been admitted to
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(he church on profession, one has been restored to church privi-

leges, two were suspended, 16 children have been baptized and

six marriages solemnized. We had 6 communion seasons, one of

them in a village congregation. Two members and four children

have died. Four families comprising 13 souls have come out

from heathenism and embraced Christianity. In this town there

are some men, worshipping Christ, who kneel down to pray with

me in their houses. I trust that the Lord will give them cour-

age through the Holy Spirit, to profess Christ heartily and open-

ly. Iam trying to sow the ‘ seed of the kingdom’ diligently

and faithfully, praying that a rich harvest may soon be reaped.”

Pastor Devasagayam of Pommanpatti:—“In 6 villages 176

adherents and 73 communicants are under my pastoral care. Du-
ring the year five have been admitted to the church on profession,

4 children have been baptized, 4 marriages solemnized. One
family containing 5 souls has joined us from Romanism. I have

visited 250 villages, preached to 1500 persons, sold 70 Bible por-

tions and distributed 650 hand-bills. One teacher, one Bible

woman and two catechists have assisted me in this work. The
sad case from which we had been suffering for about two

years, brought against us by one Kuppu Naik who threatened to

have our church for his cattle-shed and the land on which our

houses stand, for his cultivation, and for which he spent a good
deal of money, was settled in our favour in the civil court

on the 25th February last. The Lord heard our prayers. We
trusted and our enemy is disappointed. When wc complete the

church-building I believe the Lord Jesus will bring the whole
village and others in the surrounding villages to embrace the gos-

pel of Christ. I am labouring and praying for this with much
hope of success.”

Pastor Christian of Karisakulam:—“The members of this

church live in 7 different villages. In these villages there are

222 nominal Christians, 33 communicants and 36 baptized child-

ren. During the year I have baptized 5 children, received 2 per-

sons to the church and solemnized 4 marriages. There have occur-

red 2 deaths, and 2 persons have been suspended from the church.
The Christians are all improving in Christian knowledge and
piety. Some of them are able to read the Bible fluently, preach
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to the heathen and to hold prayer-meetings in my absence.

Though the people are very poor they this year have given liber-

all}*. There are 3 congregations connected with this church each

having a catechist to instruct it. Some of them give the first

fiuits of their gardens and fields and some give a portion of their

daily earnings in cash. Iu Velanurani the people have built a

church with a very little help from the mission. May Lord bless

this work in this place and cause many to come into Christ’s fold."

Pastor Taylor of Aruppukottai:—“Five persons have been

admitted to this church on profession of faith. Among the five

conversions one is notable. She is a woman 25 years of age,

and has maintained great firmness in faith among her ungodly

relatives. One of the congregations under my care lias been

greatly troubled by the heathen, resulting in a loss of Rs. 35 to

each family. They have nevertheless given valuable help to-

wards the church building and the catechists’ and pastor’s support.

The itineracy work was carried on by eight workers for 6 days.

The village people were very indifferent when we preached on

the first day but after that they listened well and bought many
Bible portions. I entreat the people of God to pray for the mem-
bers of these churches that they may grow in knowledge, piety

and benevolence.”

Pastor David of Palani:—“Eighteen persons have been added

to the church during the year on profession. Two of the church-

members were taken to their Heavenly home. A polygamist

divorced one of his wives and advised her to join our religion.

She did so with her children. The eldest of her childreu became

a church-member in the month of December. Ten children were

baptized by me during the year. While I preached in the Brah-

min quarter of the town of Palani a heathen man requested me to

give him a book entitled ‘The life of Christ’ which I did, and

he now reads it every day. By the request of a goldsmith living

in Palani a Bible was given him in the month of December. ‘All

nations whom thou hast made shall come and worship before thee

O Lord, and shall glorify thy name.’ I have sold two Bible3 to

Hindus and have distributed 1,200 hand-bills through the village

catechists and Christians.”
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Pastor Eames of West Karisakulam;—“In the congregations

connected with the two churches of which I have charge, the

Lord’s Supper has been admitted fourteen times, eighteen child-

ren have been baptized, twelve have been admitted to the church

by profession of faith and four marriages have solemnized. This

year has been one of great sorrow, on account of the death of

our dearly beloved missionaries, Mr. and Mrs. Howland. The
members of the church are generally regular in attending the

church services and in bringing their contributions.”

Pastor Perumal of Mallaukinaru:—“I carry on the work of

the Lord chiefly in Mallankinaru but occasionally visit eight

other places, where the Christians of this church reside. The
Lord’s Supper has been administered by me six times here, and at

one of the villages twice. Fourteen persons have been admitted

to the chui'ch and eleven children baptized. Most of the Chris-

tians keep the Sabbath holy and contribute liberally for the sup-

port of the gospel; some have grown in grace and in the know-

ledge of the Bible. Some heathen have been convinced of the

truth of Christianity and attend evening prayer-meetings. Some
of these expressed a desire to become church-members, but are

afraid of their relations and caste people. I believe that God
will soon give them strength to confess Christ before men. In

addition to my pastoral work; I preach to the heathen around

me as I have opportunity. May God bless the work done here.”

Pastor Mathuranayagam of Madura West Gate:—“There are

now 225 members connected with tins congregation; during the

year we have admitted to the fellowship of the church 12 per-

sons on profession of their faith. One member under discipline has

been restored to church privileges; 9 children have been bap-

tized, five marriages solemnized. Religious services and prayer-

meetings have been conducted regularly and during the latter

part of the year a morning half hour service in the church has

been daily held which has been the cause of much happiness and

joy to all of us. Mrs. Jones once a week holds meetings with

the women, immediately after which the girls in the congrega-

tion who have formed a juvenile association hold prayer-meetings.

The young men in the church are all members of the Y.M.C.A-
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One member who is given to literary pursuits has published a

religious poetical work. He has also begun a work similar to

the Kural containing Christian ethics. I am sorry to say that

in a few cases there has been a lack of harmony and peace. AVe

pray earnestly for the baptism of the spirit to heal all these evils

and render us help in our work.”
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The following donations, received by those

under whose names they are severally specified,

are thankfully acknowledged.

Rev. J. E. Chandler.

For Repairs of Silukuvarpalti Church.

Rs. a. r.

Fi'om Farmington Sunday School ... 208 2 3

For Evangelist.

From Congregational Church, Lexington, Mas.?. ... 113 2 2

For Education.

From Mission Band, Topeka, tlwough Mrs. Palmer

„ For certain pupils through Rev. J. T. Noyes

„ A Friend

„ Hon. Subramaniya Aiyar

„ A Friend

„ A Friend

„ Woburn Sunday School Class

„ Andover Sunday School Class through E.II.C.

55 12 10

176 0 0

100 0 0

50 0 0

100 0 0

100 0 0

28 8 2

42 12 0

Miss Chandler.

For Evangelist.

From Young Ladies’ Society in N. E. Conserva-

tory of Music

For Education.

From Miss Baker

„ Miss Whiting

„ Miss Lord

„ Miss Hall

„ Northfield /Seminary

„ Miss Dowry

66 7 0

27 4 0

40 6 6

80 13 1

71 0 0

71 0 0

71 0 0
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From Mrs. A. C. Emery

Rs.

83

A.

4

p.

0

99 Miss Sherman ... 56 15 3

99 Eau Claire Sunday School ... 69 13 1

Miss Gilman ... 71 0 0

Rev. Edward Chester, m.d.

For the Dindigul Dispensary

From Dindigul Taluq Board ... 1,368 0 0

99 „ Municipality 455 0 0

99 Joint-grant of above for Medicine 650 0 0

99 E. E. Glazier, Esq., b.c.s 100 0 0

99 A Friend • •• 100 0 0

99 C. H. Mounsey, Esq., c.s. ... 100 0 0

99 H. M. Winterbotham, Esq., c.s. ... 100 0 0

99 Geo. Vans Agnew, Esq. 50 0 0

99 Christian Vernacular Education Society 50 0 0

99 J. E. Evans, Esq. 25 0 0

99 A. C. Irvine, Esq. 30 0 0

99 S. P. Bruce, Esq. ... 25 0 0

99 Mrs. E. LeeWarner ... 10 0 0

99 Mrs. Walker 10 0 0

99 Geo. S. Hickey, Esq. 20 0 0

99 J. M. Taylor, Esq. 20 0 0

99 T. D. Dinwiddie, Esq. ... 5 0 0

99 William Ewing, Esq. 5 0 0

99 T. Irulappa Pillar 100 0 0

99 Syed Mustafa Sahib 12 0 0

99 Khaja Ussain Sahib 49 0 0

99 Abdul Karim Khan Sahib ... 24 0 0

99 Gliulam Hussain Ravtar 24 0 0

99
Syad Mohideen Sahib ... 25 0 0

99 Other Native Friends ... 12 10 0

For the Madura Mission Dispensary

From Madura Municipality ... 300 0 0

For Mrs. Chester's Girls' School.

From A Friend 100 0 0



From Mrs. Glazier

„ Mrs. Winterbotham

„ Mrs. Mounsey

„ Miss Stenson

„ A Friend in America through Mrs. Capron...

„ A Native Friend

„ Dindigul Native Benevolent Society

For General Evangelistic Work.

From E. E. Glazier, Esq., b.c.s.

„ Hon. P. P. Hutchins, c.s.

„ F. H. Wilkinson, Esq., c.s,

„ Col. T. K. Guthrie

For Boys' Boarding School.

From Dindigul Native Benevolent Society

Rs. A. P.

100 0 0

50 0 0

20 0 0

50 0 0

69 0 0

6 0 0

70 0 0

300 0 0

100 0 0

100 0 0

50 0 0

50 0 G

Rev. G. H. Gutteuson.

From A Friend in America (£10)

„ Mrs. F. Clarence Smith for rebuilding Hindu
Girl’s School

„ Mrs. F. Clarence Smith for Prize for

Women’s Bible Examination

„ High Priest, Peraumalai Temple

,, J. E. E. A, Boyd, Esq.

141 2 10

50 0 0

10 0 0

7 0 0

5 0 0

Rev. H. C. Hazen.

From Mrs. Capron for Bible women ($15) 41 10 0

Van Deusen ($10) 28 6 5

Sweden Mite Gatherers ($10) 28 6 5

Holley Presb. Sunday School ($50) 140 0 0

Friends in Holley, N. Y. 206 0 0

Rev. «T. P. Jones.

1886.

From Major J. M. Hosford (£8) ... 42 1 11
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Rs. A.

From Sunday School, Hudson, 0. U. S. A. ($4) ... 11 6

99 Kittery Point, Friends through Mrs. Safford

($25) 72 14

1887.

From Sunday School, Hudson, Ohio (£1-6) 18 3

99 J. E. Evans, Esq. 10 0

99 Rev. E. A. Lawrence (£1) 13 15

Rev. J. T. Notes.

For Education.

From Tyler Mission Circle, Newburyport, Mass ,

U. S. A., two donations 134 5

99 Cong. S. S., Brunswick, Maine, U. S. A. ... 161 10

99 Miss Mary Plumer, Newburyport, Mass.,

U. S. A. 19 9

99 Mrs. Emma Buck, Orland, Maine, U.S.A. ... 27 2

99 Cong. S. School, Windham, Conn., „ 108 10

99 „ „ Walnut Hills, Cin., ,, 81 7

99 ,, ,,
(Mrs. Simpson’s Class),

Cin., U. S. A. 24 7

99 Infant Class, Clifton Springs, New York,

U. S. A. 13 9

99 A Lady in Berkley St. Church, Boston,

Mass., LT. S. A. 81 7

Rev. J. C. Perkins.

From Friends in Baltimore for Sciopticon ($125) 362 ii

99 Faith Church Mission Band for organ 79 9

99 Samuel Perkins, Esq., San Francisco, for

Evangelical Work ($100) 277 11

Dr. M. P. Root.

From Miss Macdonald 30 0

99 Mrs. J. C. Perkins 20 0

99 Mr. LeeWarner 30 0



/ /

Rs. a. r.

From Beneficent Sunday School, Providence, R. I.,

U. S. A. ... 135 0 0

Rev. J. E. Tract.

For Girls' Boarding School.

From Mrs. Dr. F. C. Smith

For Palavanattam Church.

20 0 0

A Lady of Boston through Mrs. Capron

($15) ... 42 9 7

A Friend in Springfield, Mass., through Rev.

J. Herrick ($5) ... 13 13 6

Rev. G. T. Washburn.

Rev. H. C. Hayden, u.d., U.S.A.... 202 0 10

Cong. Church, Lenox, Mass., J) 61 1 7

Miss L. Alden, Randolph, Mass., D 13 7 6

Mrs. DeForest, Talladega, Alabama, ,, 14 3 2

Mrs. Jenkins, Kilbourne City, Wis., D ... 112 13 0

Friends in Gloversville, N. Y., 92 4 10

Mr. James Rasanayagam 11 0 0

to Scjjiwls.

For Schools under Rev. J. E. Chandler.

In Battalagundu station district 912 10 2

For Schools under Rev. H. C. Hazen.

For Palani Hindu girls’ school 120 5 0

„ „ village schools for 2 years 394 12 10

„ ,, station day-school „ 310 4 6

„ „ boarding school „ 155 11 6

„ gymnastic apparatus 66 11 0

1047 12 10
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For Schools under Rev. J. P. Jones.

Rs. A. r.

For Madura A. M. High school 589 4 4

„ village schools 304 13 O

894 1 4

For Schools under Rev. J. C. Perkins.

In Periakulam station district 226 0 0

For Schools under Miss E. M. Swift.

For the Madura Female Normal school 1506 6 4

„ Hindu girls’ schools 1471 0 0

2977 6 4

For Schools under Rev. J. E. Tracy.

In Tirumangalam station district 594 2 8

„ Tirupuvanam „ ,, 112 10 4

„ Mandapasalai „ ,, 162 14 10

869 11 10

For Schools under Rev. G. T. Washburn.

For Pasumalai Middle school 720 12 0

„ gymnastic apparatus 100 0 6

„ Primary school 186 1 0

1006 13 6



Spapis jof Stati0nL

Madura 1834 .

Rev. J. P. Jones, Mrs. J. P. Jones, Miss Eva M. Swift, Miss

Mary P. Root, m.d., Miss Hattie A. Houston, Miss Mary M.

Root, Miss Densey T. M. Root, Miss Caroline S. Bell.

Mr. E. Yesadian, pastor elect of East Church; Rev. S. Mathura-

nayagam, pastor of West Church.

13 catechists, 2 evangelists, 43 teachers, 13 Bible women.

Dindigul 1835 .

Rev. E. Chester, m.d., Mrs. E. Chester.

Rev. J. Colton, pastor of Dindigul Church
;

Rev. A. Clark,

pastor of Pukailaipatti Church ;
Rev. A. Savarimuttu, evan-

gelist.

18 catechists, 47 teachers.

Tirumangalam 1838 .

Rev. J. E. Tracy, Mrs. J. E. Tracy.

Rev. A. Perumal, pastor of Mallankinaru Church.

19 catechists, 2 evangelists, 15 teachers, 1 Bible woman.

Tirupuvanam 1838 .

In charge of Rev. J. E. Tracy.

Rev. G. Vetbanayagam, acting pastor of Church.

9 oatechists, 1 evaugelist, 6 teachers, 1 Bible woman.

Pasumalai 1845 .

Rev. G. T. Washburn, Mrs. G. T. Washburn, Mr. D. S Herrick.

Rev. A. Barnes, pastor of College Church; Rev. W. A. Bucking-

ham, teacher.

2 catechists, 1 evangelist, 19 teachers, 2 Bible women.

Periahulavi 1848 .

Rev. J. S. Chandler, Mrs. J. S. Chandler.

Rev. S. Isaac, pastor of Kambam and Kovilapuram Churches ;

Rev. E. Seymour, pastor of Bodiuaikauur Church ; Rev. C. Wil-

liams, pastor of Kottaimedu and Andipatti Churches ; Rev.

S. Nallathambi, pastor of Kombai Church.

1 6 catechists, 1 evangelist, 25 teachers, 2 Bible women.

11
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Mandapasalai 1851 .

Rev. J. C. Perkins, Mrs. J. C. Perkins.

Rev. D. Christian, pastor of Karisakulam Church; Rev. M. Earnes,

pastor of West Karisakulam Church; Rev. M Thomas, pastor

of Sevalpatti Church; Rev. Y. S. Taylor, pastor of Aruppu-
kottai Church.

28 catechists, 1 evangelist, 21 teachers, 1 Bible womau.

Battalagundu 1857 .

Rev. J. E. Chandler, Mrs. J. E. Chandler, Miss G. A. Chandler.

Rev. A. Pitchamuttu, pastor of Battalagundu Church
; Rev. M.

Devasagayam, pastor of Pommanpatti Church.

10 catechists, 3 evangelists, 28 teachers, 3 Bible women.

Melur 1857 .

Rev. G. H. Gutterson, Mrs. G. II. Gutterson.

3 catechists, 2 evangelists, 18 teachers, 2 Bible women.

Palani 1862 .

Rev. H. C. llazen, Mrs. II. C. Ilazen.

Rev. A. David, pastor of Palani Church.

11 catechists, 2 evangelists, 29 teachers, 2 Bible women.

Manamadura 1864 .

In charge of Rev. G. H. Gutterson.

9 catechists, 1 evangelist, 10 teachers, 3 Bible women.

Kodaikanal 1857 .

Rev. J. T. Noyes, Mrs. J. T. Noyes.

Rev. A. G. Rowland, pastor of Kodaikanal Church.

1 catechist, 3 teachers.



$etwal Smmnarji of the Mori: of tk American §o;u'1j

FOR 1887.

Missions ... 22

Stations ... 0.0 89

Out stations . .. 891

Missionaries= malo 190, female 271 = 461

Of whom physicians male or female 23

Native helpers ... 2,037

Of whom preachers ... ... 548

Churches ... ... 325

Communicants ... 28,042

Added this year ... 2,906

Colleges, seminavies and high schools ... ..a 58

Pupils in same . . • 3,990

Female boarding schools 42

Pupils in same 1,951

Common schools ».o 860

Pupils in samo 35,210

Total of pupils under instruction ... 41,151

Total receipts of the American Board $679,574 = Rs. 1,849,950
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